
New Air Force Memorial Honours Military Aviators Lost in Peacetime in South Australia 

On 17 October 2025, Air Force Association (South Australia) partnered with the South 

Australian Aviation Museum (SAAM) in co-hosting a Dedication of, and the Inaugural 

Commemorative Service at, the new Air Force Memorial at SAAM.  The new Air Force 

Memorial is a collaborative initiative between the Air Force Association (South Australia), the 

South Australian Aviation Museum and RAAF Edinburgh.  

Developed from a desire to have an Air Force Memorial that can connect better with 

contemporary veterans, the Air Force Memorial at SAAM is dedicated to, and honours those, 

Defence personnel who have lost their lives in military aviation accidents in South Australia 

or from Air Force units based at RAAF Base Edinburgh.  

Recent research has revealed there have been 13 such accidents since the 1950’s with 23 

Defence personnel paying the ultimate sacrifice in the service of their nation. The accidents 

are listed at Table 1. The 1950’s were a particularly dangerous time with eight military 

aviation accidents occurring in South Australia with four in the vicinity of Mallala, three at 

Woomera and one near Edinburgh.  The only fatal accident in the 1960’s involved an ARDU 

C-47 Dakota crashing near RAAF Pearce with the loss of four crew. A 9SQN Iroquois crash 

near Port Augusta with the loss of five crew was the only fatal accident of the 1970’s. 

Meanwhile, a young 492WG maintainer was killed in an accident involving a RAAF P-3 Orion 

on the ground at RAAF Edinburgh in the 1980’s. Sadly, in the early 1990’s two accidents 

involving ARDU and 92WG resulted in the loss of two young RAAF pilots.   

Date Location Aircraft Unit Fatalities 

25 Nov 1953    Mallala Bristol 

Freighter 

34 SQN FLTLT J.D. Entwistle 

FLGOFF L.A.W. Murphy 

FLGOFF D.J. Shillinglaw 

16 Sep 1955 Mallala Meteor Air Trials Unit FLTLT R.M. Frayne 

20 Apr 1956 Woomera Sabre Weapons Research 

Establishment 

Mr J.E. Lister 

28 Sep 1956 Woomera Meteor Air Trials Unit PLTOFF M.D. Henzell 

FLTLT N.L. Chisholm 

2 Feb 1957 Balaklava Mustang 24 SQN PLTOFF P.R. Trenowden 

10 Nov 1957 Mallala Mustang 24 SQN PLTOFF B.C. Brinkley  

21 May 1958 Woomera Meteor Air Trials Unit FSGT D.R. Walter 

21 Oct 1958 Yatala Vale Meteor No 2 Air Trials Unit PLTOFF A.J.C Bierman 

31 Jul 1961 RAAF Pearce C-47B Dakota   No 2 Air Trials Unit FLGOFF W.J. Bowden 

FLTLT A.J. Cook 

FSGT P.F. Davis 

FLGOFF R.G. White 



25 Nov 1978 Port Augusta Iroquois 9 SQN WGCDR P.W. Mahood 

PLTOFF P.T. Mason 

SGT S.G. Milsted 

SGT P.P. Gallagher 

LAC B.R. Johns 

26 Oct 1988 RAAF Edinburgh P-3 Orion 492SQN LAC A. Fischer 

12 Mar 1990 Mallala Nomad ARDU FLTLT G.K. Donovan 

26 Apr 1991 Cocos Is     P-3 Orion 92WG FLGOFF T.J. Henniker 

Table 1: List of Post War Military Aviation Accidents in South Australia or related to Edinburgh based units 

Bristol Freighter at Mallala (25 November 1953) 

On 25 November 1953, 34 SQN Bristol Freighter A81-2 took off from RAAF Mallala at 

1300hrs on an Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) training flight.  Near the end of the flight as the 

aircraft was entering the airfield’s pattern, the port mainplane suddenly separated from the 

fuselage inducing the aircraft into a catastrophic spin.   The aircraft spiraled out of control 

into a wheat field 2 miles from the Base killing all three crew. The crash set the wheat field 

ablaze, and the RAAF Mallala fire crews had to extinguish the field fire to reach the crash 

site. The port wing was subsequently found 1.5 miles from the crash site.    

Perishing in the accident were: FLTLT John Drew Entwistle, pilot, FLGOFF Leonard Murphy, 

pilot, and FLGOFF Donald Shillinglaw, navigator. The three members were buried with a 

service funeral at Adelaide’s Centennial Park Cemetery on 27 Nov 1953.  

Both Murphy and Entwistle served in World War 2. FLTLT Entwistle was a South Australian 

born in Adelaide in 1919 growing up in the Mitcham area and educated at St Peters College. 

Enlisting on 8 March 1940, he served with 22 SQN and 31 SQN during World War 2.  With 31 

SQN, he flew Beaufighters on low level attack missions against Japanese forces north of 

Australia and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1944. He was discharged from 

Bristol Freighter A81-1 performing a flying display at the 1956 Mallala Airshow (SAAM) 



the RAAF in 1946 only to rejoin in 1950. After the war, he joined the Air Force Association 

(South Australia) and was its Vice-President for two years prior to the accident. Tragically, 

Entwistle and Murphy survived operational service during World War 2 only to perish in a 

peacetime flying accident caused by structural fatigue failure in an aircraft. 

The RAAF grounded the remaining three Bristol Freighters which returned to service in early 

1954 following wing structure inspections and limitations placed on maneuvers during 

training flights. Subsequent investigations traced the problem to fatigue failure in the wing 

root ends and main spar structure; Bristol Aviation Services at Bankstown, NSW, removed 

the wings of the RAAF Bristol aircraft and modifications made.  

The Bristol Freighter was the first British transport aircraft of the post-World War 2 era. Its 

versatility was significant with the front clam door design which allowed large freight 

including vehicles to enter the aircraft from its front under the cockpit. The RAAF acquired 

four aircraft for general transport duties in the post-war period. No 34 Squadron, a World 

War 2 squadron that was re-established at Mallala in South Australia in 1948, was the only 

RAAF transport squadron to operate the aircraft; the RAAF Air Trials Unit being the other.  

Meteor at Mallala (16 September 1955) 

On 16 September 1955, FLTLT Ross Frayne, a Korean War / World War 2 veteran serving with 

Air Trials Unit, ferried a fellow pilot from Woomera to RAAF Mallala to collect a Mustang and 

fly it to Woomera. He was flying Meteor A77-3 / WM262, a dual seater NF11 aircraft based 

at Woomera with the ARDU Air Trials Flight. Delivered to the RAAF in June 1953 as an 

assembled aircraft with RAF designation WM262, the aircraft was assembled at No 1 Aircraft 

Depot in September 1953 and given serial number A77-3 before being allocated to the ARDU 

Air Trials Flight in December 1953 to support the EMI/Vickers Blue Boar Missile guided bomb 

weapon system Trials. The aircraft had a distinctive modified/extended nose cone fitted to 

cover additional electronics and guidance systems. Having dropped off the pilot, Frayne took 

off at about 3:15pm to return to Woomera. The aircraft crashed shortly after takeoff.   

Born in Rose Park, South Australia, on 29 June 1924, and educated at Adelaide High School, 

Ross McRostie Frayne enlisted in the RAAF in October 1942 in Adelaide and completed basic 

flying training at No 7 Elementary 

Flying Training School in Tasmania 

and intermediate flying training at 

No 6 Service Flying Training 

School at Mallala gaining his 

wings in November 1943. He was 

posted to the United Kingdom 

where he served with No 10 

Radio School at RAF Carew 

Cheriton in southern Wales from 

1944-1945 as a pilot flying 

Airspeed Oxford and Avro Anson 

training aircraft.  He was FLGOFF Frayne in the cockpit of a 77SQN Meteor in Korea. (AWM) 



discharged in January 1946 and after gaining his Leaving Certificate and studying engineering 

at Adelaide University, rejoined to the Air Force in 1948 as a pilot. He served as a flying 

instructor at Central Flying school before being posted to No 78 Wing at RAAF Williamtown 

to complete fighter conversion training before being posted to No 77 Squadron for an 

operational tour in Korea flying Meteors. Between May and August 1952, he completed 75 

operational sorties including 15 strike missions. He was awarded the US Air Medal and 

Mentioned in Despatches for his actions.  

In 1954, he was posted to the Air Trials Unit at Woomera. While posted to Woomera, he flew 

various aircraft including Beaufighter, Canberra, Lincoln, Meteor and Mustang. By June 1955, 

he had logged almost 2,350 hours in his flying career. In mid-May, he was one of four RAAF 

aircrew to proceed to complete Vickers Valiant conversion training in the UKL for 

forthcoming weapons trials at Woomera.  

Having survived World War 2 and the Korean War, FLTLT Frayne was tragically killed in a 

peacetime accident. His wife and four children (all under the age of five) were living at 

Woomera at the time of the accident.  He was buried with a service funeral on 20 

September 1955 at Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide. 

 

Sabre incident at Woomera (20 April 1956) 

During the afternoon of 19 April 

1956, the missile launching 

circuits of Sabre A94-922 aircraft 

that was being used for Blue Jay 

air to air missile trials were being 

checked in Hangar 3 at the 

Woomera Tech Area. Suddenly 

the Blue Jay missile mounted on 

the Sabre’s port wing fired 

without warning, hurtling across 

the hangar and bursting through 

the far wall into an external 

revetment, where it 

disintegrated in a shower of burning propellant. Two De Havilland team members were 

standing beside the missile as it ignited. One of them, James Edward Lister, was killed by the 

flame and blast. The other, John McLoughlin, was badly injured. Several members of a group 

of six visitors led by Trials Superintendent Jim Price that entered the hangar to the rear of 

the aircraft just as the Blue Jay fired, were also severely burned in the accident.   

James Lister was a British civilian working with De Havilland at the time.  An inquiry found 

that the cause of the accident was an electrical defect.  

 

Meteor Crash at Woomera (28 September 1956) 

RAAF Sabre A94-922 at Woomera conducting missile trials. (AFA-SA) 



On 28 September 1956, 
RAAF Meteor Aircraft 
Meteor T.7 A77-2 / VW410 
of Air Trials Unit took off at 
3.50pm from Evetts Airfield 
with a full load of fuel 
destined for Woomera 
Airfield located 40km 
southeast.  The aircraft was 
seen turning towards Lake 
Hart. At 3.52pm, a radio call 
was received from the pilot 
advising that they would land 
at Woomera in 10 minutes.  At 
around 4.10pm, smoke was seen in an area 10 to 20 miles southwest of Woomera. The 
aircraft failed to arrive at Woomera and a search later located the crash site. A sycamore 
helicopter with a recovery party reached the crash site the next morning.   

The wreckage was dispersed across large area, and the wreckage was burnt out. The aircraft 

appeared to have struck the ground at a moderate flight angle and high speed. The cause 

was not completely determined but loss of control at high speed suspected.  Killed in the 

accident was the pilot, PLTOFF M.D. Henzell and the passenger, FLTLT N.L. Chisolm, a Radio 

Officer.   PLTOFF Henzell had been working with the Jindavik pilotless aircraft program. He 

was buried in Brisbane. Meanwhile, FLTLT Chisholm was buried in Melbourne.  

 

Mustang Crash at Balaklava (2 February 1957) 

On Saturday 2 February 1957, PLTOFF P.R. 

Trenowden of 24SQN was conducting a 

routine sortie flying 24SQN Mustang A68-152 

when the aircraft commenced a descending 

turn to port at 2,000 ft and shortly afterwards 

crashed in the vicinity of a farmhouse about 

11nm north of Balaklava. He was reportedly 

conducting unauthorized fly-past of a 

relative’s property when the aircraft 

crashed.  

Percy Trenowden had joined the Citizen Air Force as one of 24SQN’s first aircrew cadets on 

19 September 1953. He conducted basic flying training with the Royal Aero Club South 

Australia at Parafield and learned to fly on Wirraways at Mallala with 24SQN completing No 

2 Australian Citizen Air Force Pilots Course. He had previously conducted National Service 

training. He was given a full-service funeral on 4 February in Gawler where he was buried at 

Willaston General Cemetery.  

 

T7 Meteor A77-2 / VW410 at Woomera. (SAAM) 

24SQN Mustang A68-166 with engine on at Mallala in 1958. (SAAM) 



Mustang Crash at Mallala (10 November 1957) 

Only nine months after the loss of PLTOFF Trenowden, PLTOFF Brian Brinkley was killed when 

24SQN Mustang A68-123 stalled and crashed soon after take-off from RAAF Mallala on 10 

November 1957. Shortly after take-off, two large explosions were heard, and then brown 

smoke was seen coming from the aircraft before it crashed 2 miles east of the airfield from a 

height of about 400 feet.   

A member of the Citizen Air Force, PLTOFF 

Brinkley had completed pilot training 

through 24SQN and had recorded about 

165 flying hours at the time of the accident. 

He was given a full-service funeral attended 

by all the members of 24SQN, both 

permanent and Citizen Air Force, at the 

Salvation Army Congress Hall on Pirie 

Street, Adelaide before burial at West 

Terrace Cemetery on 11 November 1957, 

Remembrance Day. 

 

Meteor Crash at Woomera (21 May 1958) 

On 21 May 1958, FSGT Donald 

Walter was conducting routine 

circuit training at RAAF 

Woomera in Meteor NF11 

WM-374 of Air Trials Unit. 

Having executed a practice 

forced landing and re-take-off, 

he reported after becoming 

airborne a starboard engine 

cut-out.  The aircraft climbed to 

500ft and turned downwind at 

about 800ft.  Shortly after, 

smoke and flame was seen 

emanating from the aircraft as it began to lose altitude falling to the ground. Just prior to 

strike the ground, the rear fuselage and tailplane broke away with the remainder of the 

aircraft crashing to the ground at a very steep angle 5nm northeast of Woomera Airfield 

killing FSGT Walter. The Court of Inquiry found that the aircraft suffered a catastrophic 

engine turbine failure.  

Walter had recorded over 530 flying hours and had become an experienced pilot of the 

remotely piloted Jindivik aircraft.  At the time of his death he had completed 160 remotely 

controlled flights and landings of the Jindivik aircraft; an unequalled performance at the 

time.  

PLTOFF Brian Bribkley of 24SQN sitting on the wing of 
24SQN Mustang A68-140 at Mallala in the 1950’s. (SAAM) 

 

RAAF Meteor NF11 WM374 conducting Fireflash missile trials. (SAAM) 



FSGT Walter was given a RAAF funeral at the Daws Park Army Chapel prior to cremation at 

the Centennial Crematorium, Adelaide, on 23 May 1958. His ashes were interred at 

Newcastle Memorial Park, Beresfield, New South Wales, in June.    

 

Meteor Crash in Adelaide Hills (21 October 1958) 

Five months later, a No 2 Air Trials 

Unit Meteor, T7 Meteor A77-4 / 

WN321, crashed at Crouch’s Hill, 

Upper Hermitage, Houghton, in the 

Adelaide Hills foothills about 10 

miles southeast of Edinburgh 

Airfield. The pilot, PLTOFF Arnold 

Bierman was performing aerobatics 

when around 2.50pm in the 

afternoon, the aircraft was seen to 

crash into a hillside near Houghton 

Bierman had only just converted to 

the Meteor having gone solo on the jet aircraft in early September while at 2ATU. Born in 

West Australia in 1932, Arnold ‘Bill’ Bierman was on No 25 Pilots Course completing pilot 

training at Uranquinty and Point Cook in 1957.   He was posted to No 2 Air Trials Unit at 

RAAF Edinburgh where he would have flown a variety of aircraft at Edinburgh and Woomera 

about 500km north of Adelaide.  The unit was formerly established at RAAF Edinburgh in 

March 1958 using No 1 Air Trials Unit Detachment at Woomera as its nucleus.  The need for 

separate Air Trials Unit’s at Edinburgh and Woomera was identified as a requirement to 

support the significant trial activity at both Edinburgh and Woomera and the challenges of 

command and control in supporting operations at both locations.   

A funeral service for PLTOFF Bierman took place at the Daw Road Chapel with full military 

honours prior to burial at Centennial Park Cemetery, Pasadena, Adelaide, on 24 October 

1958. 

 

Dakota Crash near RAAF Pearce (31 July 1961) 

During the early 1960’s No 2 Air Trials Unit supported the US Mercury Space Program. In 

February, 1961, it was tasked to conduct calibration checks of Mercury tracking equipment 

installed at the Island Lagoon Tracking Station, Woomera and Muchea Tracking Station 

located 60 km north of Perth near RAAF Pearce. The task was to simulate a Mercury 

spacecraft crossing the sky, so that tracking station equipment and procedures could be 

tested prior to the actual space mission. A small detachment of Unit personnel flew in the 

units C-47B A65-106 equipped with special calibration equipment to conduct the tasks.   

RAAF Air Trials Unit T7 Meteor similar to the one that crashed on 21 
October 1958. (SAAM) 



Having conducted several sorties 

during the day on 31 July, the team 

departed RAAF Pearce around 7pm 

after dusk somewhat belatedly due to 

technical difficulties at Muchea to 

return via Forrest on the long flight 

back to Edinburgh. Shortly after 

takeoff in poor weather, the aircraft 

struck trees in the Darling Ranges 

eventually crashed into gum trees 

bursting into flames about four miles 

southeast of RAAF Pearce.  

 

Killed in the crash were 2ATU personnel FLGOFF William Bowden (pilot), FSGT Peter Davis 

(Copilot), FLGOFF Robert White (Navigator) and FLTLT Robert Cook (Signaller). Three 

passengers including 2ATU members LAC William Miles (Fitter) and AC Robert Leiper (Fitter) 

and Defence Civilian Neil McBain from the Weapons Research Establishment survived with 

injuries. Miles and Leiper fought their way through the wreckage into rear of the cockpit and 

pulled pout the badly injured FLGOFF White and FLTLT Cook. Despite several attempts, they 

were not able to rescue FLGOFF Bowden and FSGT Davis from the fiery remains of the 

cockpit. Sadly, White and Cook died later during the night.  

No 2 Air Trials Unit DC-3 A65-106 on the Edinburgh flightline. This 
aircraft crashed on 31 July 1961, on take-off from RAAF Pearce 
with the loss of four 2ATU crew. (Geoff Goodall Website). 

The wreckage of 2ATU C-47B Dakota A65-106 near RAAF Pearce after crashing on a hillside on 31 July 1961 



The cause of the crash was not fully determined. There was a belief that the aircraft may 

have been overloaded but this was not confirmed at the Court of Inquiry.  

RAAF funerals for FLGOFF Bowden, FSGT Davis and FLGOFF White were held in Perth on 4 

August, attended by close relatives flown over from the Eastern States. FLTLT Cook was given 

a private burial in South Australia.  

 

Iroquois Crash near port Augusta (25 November 1978)  

In November 1978, a detachment of eight 9 SQN UH-1 Iroquois deployed to the El Alamein 

Army Camp near Port Augusta for day and night air mobility training with 3 Battalion, Royal 

Australian Regiment. On 25 November 1978, 9 SQN Iroquois A2-770 was the lead aircraft in 

a night training mission at El Alamein Camp southwest of Port Augusta, South Australia. 

Night exercises were being conducted with aircraft returning to base in pairs around 

midnight. The last pair over flew the camp at 2,200 feet and entered a descending turn 

preceding landing. At 12.35am, the helicopters pilots radioed their intention to commence 

descent. The lead aircraft struck a ridgeline about 2 kilometers from the camp and exploded 

on impact spreading wreckage across 200m.  

All five crew on board were killed. The Iroquois was being flown by WGCDR Peter Mahood, 

CO 9SQN, and a Vietnam War veteran having commanded 9SQN in Vietnam from May to 

December 1971 for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. He was about to 

complete his 5-year tenure as CO 9SQN on promotion to GPCAPT in December 1978.  Also 

lost in the accident were copilot PLTOFF Paul Mason, SGT Steven Milstead (Crewman), SGT 

Paul Gallagher (Flight Fitter) and LAC Barry Johns (Flight Fitter). Mason was a junior pilot 

9SQN Iroquois A2-770 in flight in 1976 at RAAF Amberley. (SAAM) 



having recently arrived at the unit and just completed helicopter conversion. SGT Milsted 

had completed two tours of Vietnam with 9SQN while SGT Gallagher had completed one 

tour of duty in Vietnam with the squadron. LAC Johns had been with 9SQN since 1973.  

 

Fatal Ground Accident involving P-3C Orion at RAAF Edinburgh (26 October 1988) 

On 26 October 1988, A 22-year-old LAC Anthony Fischer of 492WG was killed in a freak 

accident when the towing vehicle he was driving crashed into a stationary P-3C Orion aircraft 

at RAAF Base Edinburgh. LAC Fischer was driving a tow motor when he lost control and 

collided into the nose of the aircraft during preflight preparation. It was reported that the 

maintainer was removing bungs from the aircraft from the passenger side of the tow motor 

while trying to drive using the controls on the driver’s side of the tow motor and 

subsequently lost control.  

     

Nomad Crash near Mallala (12 March 1990) 

Only a year after it was received at ARDU, Nomad A18-401 crashed on 12 March 1990 near 

Mallala while on an ARDU training sortie out of RAAF Base Edinburgh. The cause of the crash 

was a structural failure of the tailplane caused by extensive cracking in vital components of 

the tailplane assembly.  

The pilot, FLTLT Glen Donovan, perished in the crash.  Donovan graduated from the Army 

Officer Cadet School at Portsea in 1978 and flew Army Pilatus Porter and Nomad aircraft 

with No 173 General Support Squadron. He then completed Qualified Flying Instructor 

Course before taking up a flying instructor position at School of Army Aviation in 1985 and 

1986. In 1989, Donovan transferred from the Army to the RAAF and was posted to ARDU as 

a FLTLT pilot to fly the Nomad aircraft.  

The GAF Nomad was a utility transport aircraft designed and built by the Government 

Aircraft Factories in Melbourne. 172 aircraft were built between 1975 and 1985 of which 25 

saw service in the Australian Army and four in the Air Force. The four that the RAAF received 

for utility transport roles were part of eleven aircraft that were given to the ADF in the late 

1980’s following the inability for them to be sold to commercial companies. Two Nomads 

were allocated to the Aircraft Research and Development Unit (ARDU) while two were 

allocated to RAAF Base Tindal for local transport support.  

Following the crash, a second Nomad operated by ARDU was not flown again and was 

withdrawn from RAAF service in November 1991. The two other RAAF Nomad aircraft (A18-

402 and A18-403) at RAAF Tindal ceased flying in 1993.  The Army Nomads were grounded 

in November 1994 after a Civil Aviation Authority (CASA) airworthiness directive restricted 

Nomad operations. They were later withdrawn from service in 1995.   



 

ARDU Nomad A18-401, the aircraft that crashed on 12 March 1990 with the loss of FLTLT Glen Donovan, on the ARDU 
flightline at RAAF Edinburgh in 1990. (SAAM)  

Orion Crash at Cocos Islands (26 April 1991) 

On 26 April 1991, No 10 Squadron P-3C A9-754 ditched into shallow water on the beach of 

West Island, Cocos Islands, after experiencing difficulty after takeoff at Cocos Islands for its 

return to RAAF Edinburgh.  As the aircraft commenced a right-hand turn climbing to 5,000ft, 

the aircraft was positioned for a low-level pass across the airfield. Crossing the airfield, 

witnesses reported seeing small components, later identified as leading edge components, 

fall from the aircraft. The aircraft then began vibrating.  As the pilot tried to position the 

The wreckage of A9-754 in the water at Cocos Island after the fatal ditching on 26 April 1991. (Department of 
Defence) 



aircraft in circuit for an emergency landing, he could not maintain height and the aircraft 

ditched into shallow water.  It was the first operational loss of a P-3C Orion aircraft by the 

RAAF. 

Nineteen members of the crew survived the crash and were able to scramble to safety on 

top of the aircraft, which lay half-submerged on the reef.   However, FLGOFF Tom Henniker, a 

South Australian from Bordertown, was tragically killed. 

Tom Henniker enlisted in the RAAF in 1982 as a Radio Technician. He initially served at No 

492 Squadron maintaining Orion’s before successfully applying for pilot training and 

completing No 143 Pilots Course. Graduating as a Pilot Officer, he was posted to No 12 

Squadron where he flew Chinooks until their withdrawal from service. He then completed 

Orion Conversion in December 1989 and was initially posted to No 11 Squadron before 

being posted to No 10 Squadron in March 1990.  Between March 1990 and April 1991, he 

flew as a co-pilot on Orions.  

After a Memorial Service in the Cocos Islands, his body was returned to Bordertown where a 

funeral service was held and he was buried in his hometown.  On the 10th anniversary of 

the accident, a plaque was placed on a small memorial at Cocos Islands with the inscription:  

"In memory and honour of Flying Office Thomas James Henniker 

Who was tragically killed on 26 April 1991 

While on duty on board the P3 Orion  aircraft A9-754 which ditched at Cocos 
Island. 

His family and friends, the RAAF and the Cocos Island community will never 
forget him. 

Australia is proud of Flying Officer Henniker who served his nation with pride. 

His name will live forever. 

Lest we forget." 

The tail fin of the aircraft was restored and is now on display at RAAF Edinburgh.  A small 

display dedicated to the tragic 

accident and the loss of FLGOFF 

Henniker was unveiled at the 

RAAF Edinburgh SGTs Mess on 

20 April 2022. 

 

 

 

The A9754 P-3C Display in the SGTs 
Mess, RAAF Edinburgh, unveiled in April 
2022. (Department of Defence) 



The Air Force Memorial 

The new Air Force Memorial at SAAM features a 

large rock with a plaque listing both ground and 

aircrew aviators lost in various accidents. 

Behind the rock stands a Nomad propeller 

donated by No 601 Squadron, Australian Air 

Force Cadets. The propeller holds special 

significance, as the memorial plaque lists FLTLT 

Glen Donovan who lost his life in the crash of 

ARDU Nomad A18-401 in March 1990.  On a 

hangar wall behind the propeller is a 12m wide 

by 3m high sunset mural, displaying 1.5-meter 

silhouettes of a Mustang, Meteor, Iroquois, and 

Nomad. The Mustang and Meteor represent 

accidents from the 1950s at Mallala, Woomera, 

and Edinburgh, while the Nomad and Iroquois 

commemorate more recent losses: the ARDU 

Nomad in 1990 and 9SQN Iroquois in 1978. 

Together, these elements serve as a poignant 

tribute to the aviators who made the ultimate 

sacrifice, ensuring their memory endures for 

future generations.   

Janice Eames, the artist responsible for the mural and aircraft silhouettes, felt that 

silhouettes on a sunset mural would reflect the solemnity of the memorial and current 

The Air Force Memorial Plaque that lists the 13 aircraft 
accidents and the 23 aviators who perished in those 
accidents 

The new Air Force Memorial at the South Australian Aviation Museum. (AFA-SA) 



trends associated with war memorial artwork and ANZAC Day imagery. Peter Page (SAAM 

volunteer) worked with Janice in painting the sunset background. Janice selected images 

according to suitable angle and Stephen Turner (SAAM volunteer) created the silhouette 

digital images.  SignLab produced 1.5m cut-outs on metal/synthetic composite sheets. The 

aircraft are positioned to appear as if they are flying up and out from the shape of the 

propeller at sunset. This evokes the tradition of playing the Last Post in the field or in 

barracks at the end of the day, a moment to remember the fallen. 

The memorial lists 13 accidents from the 1950’s up to the 1990’s with the names of 23 

aviators who have paid the ultimate sacrifice in the service of their nation in peacetime. 

On 17 October 2025, the Air Force Memorial was dedicated and a commemorative service 

held to honor not only the 23 Defence members listed on the plaque but also acknowledge 

the 70th anniversary of the crash of Air Trials Unit Meteor A77-3 on September 16, 1955, 

and the loss of its pilot, FLTLT Ross Frayne.  More than 10 members of the Frayne family 

attended including sons, a daughter-in-law, and grandchildren great grandchildren and 

nieces and nephews.  

Over 120 people attended the service, including dignitaries, Defence members, Air Force 

veterans, Air Force Cadets, and representatives from veterans' organizations, heritage 

groups, aerospace sectors, and the wider community. 

The service featured a 

Dedication of the memorial 

by Chaplain Patrick Garton.  

Mr Quentin Frayne, a son of 

FLTLT Ross Frayne recited 

the wonderful poem High 

Flight.   WGCDR Dougal Dow, 

Commanding Officer ARDU, 

provided the keynote 

speech noting “I believe 

there is no greater calling 

than to serve one’s people. It 

demands commitment, 

dedication, and courage. 

While we often honour those who served and died in war, we must also remember and 

honour those who served and perished in all Defence activities. The aviators listed on this 

memorial embody courage, dedication, and sacrifice in the face of adversity. They served our 

nation and paid the ultimate sacrifice in doing so doing their normal job.” 

Chaplain Patrick Garton, 24 Squadron, dedicated the new Air Force Memorial 



Meanwhile, Australian Air Force 

Cadets provided the Catafalque 

Party and laid the final tribute at 

the memorial, the Air Force 

Commemorative Wreath, which 

featured imagery of FLTLT Ross 

Frayne and a Meteor jet.  

The intent is to conduct an annual 

commemorative service at the 

memorial honoring those who have 

served and paid the ultimate 

sacrifice in RAAF peacetime 

military aviation accidents in South 

Australia or involving units based 

at RAAF Edinburgh   

Members of No 9 Squadron, No 10 Squadron, No 92 Wing, No 24 Squadron and Aircraft Research Development Unit 
salute during the sounding of Last Post. All five units are listed on the new Air Force Memorial for fatal Air Force 
military accidents in the past 75 years in South Australia. 

 

Greg Weller 

Vice President 

Air Force Association (SA) 

21 October 2025 

Two Australian Air Force Cadets lay the final wreath, the Air Force 
Commemorative Wreath that feature imagery of FLTLT Ross Frayne. 


