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AFA-SA QUARTERLY

Committed to our Air Force Veterans and their
Families—Then, Now, Always

HONOURING OUR REMARKABLE BOMBER COMMAND VETERANS

On Saturday 30 May, AFA-SA hosted the 2026 Bomber Command Commemorative
Service in Adelaide supported by No 462 Squadron, a current Defence unit that saw
distinguished service with Bomber Command in World War 2 and the Australian Air
Force Cadets. It was wonderful to share the day with 102 year old Bomber Command
veteran Angas Hughes and several families of bomber command veterans.

Over three and a half years, RAF Bomber Command fought an enduring strategic
bombing campaign against Germany. Bomber Command units completed more than
364,500 operational sorties and dropped over 1,030,500 tons of bombs. 135,000 al-
lied Bomber Command aircrew supported by ground support personnel fought at
terrible cost in an enduring offensive during World War 2. Over 8,300 aircraft were
lost in action and more than 55,000 allied Bomber Command aircrew lost their lives.

Eight RAAF squadrons and over 10,000 Australian aviators served in Bomber Com-
mand (making up about nine percent of its strength). At least three quarters of them
served in RAF and allied squadrons. Of the 10,000 RAAF aircrew, more than one-third
paid the ultimate sacrifice. While the 10,000 Australians in Bomber Command repre-
sented just over one percent of all the Australians in uniform during World War 2,
they accounted for over ten percent of Australia's war dead. An operational tour com-
prised thirty missions with the option of a second tour of twenty missions. The chanc-
es of surviving a first tour were one-in-two, a second tour, one-in-three.

It was a contribution that prompted the respected historian Al Stephens to suggest
"No single group of Australians from any service probably did more to help win World
War Il than the men who fought in Bomber Command." See page 13 for more info.

Honoured guests at the 2026 Bomber Command Commemorative Service including from left Mr
Rod Bunten (Government House), Ms Nikki King (daughter of SQNLDR Dave Shannon 6175QN
pilot), Hon Michael Brown MP representing the South Australian Government, Ms Lee Baker
(wife of WOFF Maurice Moore 4625QN WOAG), Mr Greg Stanford (son of FLTLT Ross Stanford
617S5QN pilot), Mr Angas Hughes (4675QN veteran), WGCDR Shaun Reece (CO 4625QN) and
Hon Dennis Hood MLC (Shadow Minister for Veterans Affairs). Image Luke Scott
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To support the Air Force Family
through Advocacy, Assistance,
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Eliz/Salisbury/ Ubon General Meeting (Salisbury)
Combined Ex-Services Mess Lunch (TPG)

CONTACT US

Air Force Association

(South Australian Division) Inc.

Located at :
Torrens Training Depot

Victoria Drive, Adelaide
SA 5000

e 19Jun (Fri):  AFA-SA State Council Meeting (TPG) Office Hours:

e 19 Jun (Fri): Mitcham Branch BBQ at the Clubrooms Mon, Wed and Fri

e 28Jun(Sun): AFAESU Lunch at RSL Salisbury 9am - 2pm

July Phone:

e 6lJul(Mon): AFA-SA State Executive Meeting (virtual) (08) 8227-0980

e 15Jul (Wed): Combined Ex-Services Mess Lunch (TPG) .

e 17 Jul (Fri): AFA-SA State Council Meeting Email:

e 17 Jul (Fri): Mitcham Branch General Meeting with CEO RSL Care speaker enquiry@afasa.org.au

admino@afasa.org.au
newsletter@afasa.org.au
webmaster@afasa.org.au

e 19 Jul (Sun):
e 20 Jul (Mon):
e 26 Jul (Sun):
e 31 Jul (Fri):

RSL Salisbury Christmas in July

Eliz/Salisbury/Ubon General Meeting (Salisbury)
AFA Eliz/Salis/Ubon Old Tailem Bend Tiny Town Trip
SAAM Foundation Engagement and Wreath Laying Website:

http://www.afasa.org.au
August

e 10 Aug (Mon):
e 17 Aug (Mon):
e 19 Aug (Wed):
e 21 Aug (Fri):
e 21 Aug (Fri):
e 30 Aug (Sun):

Mail:

Air Force Association (SA)
Torrens Parade Ground
Victoria Drive, Adelaide,

SA 5000

AFA-SA State Executive Meeting (Virtual)

Eliz/Salisbury/ Ubon General Meeting (Salisbury)

Combined Ex-Services Mess Lunch (TPG)

AFA-SA State Council Meeting

Mitcham Branch BBQ lunch at the clubrooms
Eliz/Salis/Ubon St Kilda Tram Museum / Lunch St Kilda Hotel

Did you serve at Mallala?

In late May, our Vice-President, Greg Weller, provided a presentation on the RAAF at Mallala (1941-1960) at the South Australi-
an Aviation Museum for SA History Month. It was a packed house with SAAM having to close registration earlier in the week
with 60 people coming to hear about RAAF Mallala and its important contribution to the Air Force in South Australia in the
1940's and 1950's. Apart from being one of South Australia's several major aircrew training bases in WW2 as part of Australia's
commitment to the Empire Air Training Scheme, Mallala played an instrumental role in the 1950's in establishing South Aus-
tralia's enduring role in weapons and aerospace research and development at Woomera. Mallala was also home to No 24 (City
of Adelaide) Squadron for 10 years during the 1950's. No 1 Aerodrome Defence Squadron conducted National Service training
at Mallala for several years in the early 1950's.

There has been little written about Mallala and many South Australians would be unaware of the base and its important con-
tributions over two decades. Accordingly, Greg has conducted extensive research on Mallala and is writing a history of the
base for release over the next year by Avonmore Publications. He is keen to talk to any RAAF veterans who served at Mallala
and can be contacted at gmweller@hotmail.com

AFA-SA—New Members
Welcome to our Association:

We would like to warmly welcome the following new AFA-SA Members and thank them for becoming part of our associa-
tion. We hope you quickly become part of our Air Force family and look forward to seeing you at AFA-SA events.

AFA-SA Division
Rachel York

Mitcham Branch
Troy Cowell

Elizabeth / Salisbury / Ubon Branch
Leone Hay
Bernard McNamara
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PATRON

Her Excellency,
The Honourable
Frances Adamson AC,
Governor of South Australia

STATE COUNCIL

State President
Lawrence Ng

Vice Presidents
Greg Weller
Steve Fielder

State Secretary
Gaynor Harrison

State Treasurer
Mandy Weller
Council Members
David Pyatt
Frank Leggio
Kyra Evans

Robert Cochran

Admin Officer
Annette Moore

Social Media
Greg Weller

Website
John Stapleton
webmaster@afasa.org.au

Newsletter
Greg Weller
newsletter@afasa.org.au

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I must record that the Air Force Association and the wider Vet-
erans Community have lost GPCAPT Robert Black AM KJSJ RFD
MD MS FRACS FAMA as one of our important community lead-
er and mentor who died on 4th May 2026. Robert will always
be remembered in our hearts as someone who has given much
to the community. Robert’s Family was very touched and
thank the many who attended the funeral and sent condolenc-
es. RIP Robert. Lest We Forget.

The Association have been busy commemorating various veterans’ affairs in South Aus-
tralia and importantly celebrating the 105th RAAF Birthday at both RAAF EDN and a
smaller memorial Commemoration at the Air Force Memorial at TTD. We recognize
the importance the RAAF has contributed to the peace and protection of our Nation
and grateful for the sacrifices and contributions of our Aviators past and present. Hap-
py Birthday RAAF and looking forward to the next birthday.

There are many ANZAC Day commemorations held at various locations in SA, and these
services in SA were well attended and appear to be growing in attendance yearly. Our
appreciation to our State Councillors and members representing the Association at
various ANZAC Day Commemorations around the State. Congratulations to RSL for an-
other well-organized ANZAC Day Commemorations in 2026. Our Combined Services
Mess also contributed by opening the Mess to the public on the day to cater for over-
flowing patrons for the traditional refreshments and food.

AFA was represented at the 84th Coral Sea Commemorative Service held on 26th Apr
in the Botanic Gardens by the Reflective Pool and accompanied by the Royal Navy
Band. We are honored to be invited to the 51st Anniversary of the Fall of Saigon to
remember and honor those who sacrificed to protect democracy in SE Asia. It was very
well attended by our Viethamese Comrades and our Vietnam Veterans. Later that
evening a solemn commemoration was also held at the Vietnamese Community Cen-
tre, Athol Park for the wider Vietnamese community.

Another important event of the year is the AFA SA representation at the ADF and Fami-
ly Annual Transition Seminar held at a much better venue at the Entertainment Centre.
This venue attracted a larger ADF attendance and AFA SA Secretary Gaynor Harrison
provided much information about our association to the visitors to our AFA stall gener-
ating much interest about our objectives and membership.

President, Harold Willson of 24 SQN Association commemorated an important mile-
stone of 24 Squadron Association celebrating the 75th Anniversary of 24 Squadron and
attended by members of the association with a private wreath laying ceremony at the
Air Force Memorial Torrens Parade Ground.

Our 2026 Bomber Command Commemoration went like a bomb despite the inclement
weather and we extend our gratitude to all our Aviators, friends and Air Force Cadets

for making this a memorial commemoration.

Our gratitude to all our well wishers and supporters of the AFA SA.

Lawrence Ng
President
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The Last Post — Lest We Forget
Fair skies Friends — Thank you for your service

Legh Davis (1940—2026). AFA Eliz/Sal/Ubon Branch express their condolences at the recent passing of Legh Davis. Legh
was for many years a valued investment adviser to our branch and regularly attended our annual meetings to provide over-
view of our portfolio and future investment advice. It was my honour as President of the branch to present Honorary Mem-
bership to Legh, in recognition of his service and advise in relation to our investment strategy.

James Cronk (1924 — 2026). Born in Prospect, Jim Cronk left school at 14 and worked as a labourer before gaining employ-
ment at an ammunition factory at Islington near Prospect. He enlisted in the RAAF in late 1943 as a trainee technician and
completed basic and initial training over the first six months of 1944. He was remustered to Flight Mechanic in June 1944
and posted to No 6 Service Flying Training School at Mallala. In April 1945, he was posted to No 75 Squadron at Morotai in
the Dutch East Indies and participate in the initial Tarakan Landings on 2 May with only his rifle and bayonet, field kit and
emergency rations. In late June, he was posted to the collocated No 30 Squadron which had only just arrived to participate
in the Borneo air operations. He returned to Australian in December and was discharged on 29 January 1946. Jim was a
long-time member of the Air Force Association (South Australia).

Farewelling GPCAPT (Retd) Robert Black AM RFD. On Friday 15 May, we joined with family, friends and colleagues to fare-
well our former State President Robert Black at a moving and inspiring fu-
neral service at his home church St Columbia’s Anglican Church. The service [
featured a strong Air Force and veteran element with Royal Australian Air g
Force officers attending, a RAAF Ensign and Rob's GPCAPT peaked cap em-
placed on the casket, Rob's medals displayed on a pillow alongside the cas-
ket, the reciting of the Ode by GPCAPT Steve Fielder, the sounding of Last
Post and Rouse, and the reciting of In Flanders Field prior to laying of pop-
pies on the casket by serving and ex-serving veterans.

Known for always wearing a hat, a collection of his favourite hats was on a
table near the casket. This included a slouch hat that he wore as a cadet
and his UN beret he wore in Rwanda and an AFA cap. On the tables was also
a set of Bridge cards, several commendations and awards, and a set of bird
watching binoculars. The church was packed with people standing at the rear. In particular, it was wonderful seeing mem-
bers of the Order of St John in their colourful red robes, the Royal Australian Air Force in uniform and a group of doctors,
the 1963 graduating class that Rob was a member of, with their stethoscopes honouring Robert. Our Vice-President, Greg
Weller provided a military eulogy that detailed Robert's military service and his incredible service out of uniform to the vet-
eran community. The notion of service to the community was a common theme throughgout the service which highlighted
Robs remarkable commitment to serving others across the community particularly including veterans, medicine, the
church, and St Johns. It was a wonderful service that we believe Rob would have been chuffed about that people will have
left being inspired to embrace the notion of serving others that Rob so believed in. Greg Weller has compiled a Aviator Pro-
file on Rob which is avail on our website: https://afasa.org.au/images/aviator-profiles/robert-barham-black.pdf

Farewelling AIRCDRE (Retd) Roger Capps AM RFD. On Sunday 24 May, we joined with family, friends and colleagues of the
late AIRCDRE Roger Capps AM RFD at the Adelaide Oval to acknowledge his life at a wonderful Memorial Service. Roger
served as a RAAF Medical Officer in the Air Force Reserves for over 34 years but sadly passed away in January. Noting Roger
was a member of AFA-SA Mitcham Branch and routinely attended events and commemorations, the Capps family kindly
invited us to join them and pay tribute to Roger’s service by providing a military eulogy.

AFA-SA Vice-President, Greg Weller, provided a summary of Rogers 34 years of service from 1974 to 2009 as an Air Force
Reserve Medical Officer and in particular, his operational service in the Middle ‘ ;

East, East Timor, Rwanda, and Bougainville. He noted that Roger’s care, medi-
cal skill, and dedication left a lasting mark on the RAAF, its people, and—most
importantly—the many patients he treated in distant places around the world.

157 INMINGS BOWLING WKTS RUNS BAVTTIIIG OUT B RUNS FALL-WITS
Following the military eulogy, attendees were invited to stand as AFA-SA T,::::z : o é'_’
Mitcham member Jim Richardson recited the Ode and Last Post sounded in Wokers ot
honour of our friend, colleague and Air Force veteran, AIRCDRE Roger Capps. b ‘i
hile, in the background on the famous old Adelaide Oval Scoreboard was TOTAL "o

“Roger Capps, 1944 — 2026, Fair Skies Our Friend.”



https://afasa.org.au/images/aviator-profiles/robert-barham-black.pdf

GPCAPT (Retd) Dr Robert Black AM RFD
28 November 1938 - 4 May 2026

Fair Skies Our Friend — Thank You For Your Service

We were deeply saddened with the passing of long time AFA-SA member, former
State President and President AFA Mitcham Branch GPCAPT (Retd) Robert Black
on 4 May. Robert (Rob) enlisted in the Citizen Air Force as an Air Cadet (Medical)
with the Adelaide University Squadron in 1957 while studying Medicine. Commis-
sioned as a pilot officer in 1959, he was promoted to flight lieutenant on gradua-
tion from Adelaide University in 1963 but was not called up for further service.

In 1980, Rob was offered an appointment as a squadron leader in the RAAF Spe-
cialist Reserve and served as a specialist surgeon in the RAAF Reserves over the
next 23 years. He served with No 4 RAAF Hospital at RAAF Butterworth as a sur-
geon in 1980, 1983 and 1987. During the late 1990’s and early 2000’s, he partici-
pated in multiple United Nations peacekeeping missions. Rob was a surgeon on
the second United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR Il) and com-
pleted deployments with the Peace Monitoring Group in Bougainville in 1998 and
2001 and United Nations missions in East Timor in 2001 and 2003. He also served
as Principal Reserve Medical Officer for South Australia and Northern territory.

After retiring from the Air Force in 2003, Rob continued to serve dedicated to vet-
erans’ welfare taking on significant roles with the AFA, RSL, Legacy, the Veterans’
Review Board, and multiple advisory councils. Completing 20 years of service with
St John Ambulance, he retired as State Medical Officer for South Australia in 2005
and was appointed a Member of the Venerable Order of St John, and of the
Knights Hospitaller.

He was appointed to Federal Ministerial Advisory Committees in Health
(Professional Services and Specialist Recognition), and on the Prime Ministerial
Advisory Council, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, from 2008-2011. He was a Ser-
vices Member of the Veterans’ Review Board, a member of the Veterans’ Advisory
Council (SA) from 2011 to 2013, and the Veterans Health Advisory Council and
Chaired the Repat Foundation Research Grants Committee in 2013.

He became a member of the RAAF Association (now Air Force Association) in 1991
and served with distinction in leadership positions at the Branch, Division and Na-
tional level. He was Pensions Officer and President of the RAAFA/AFA Mitcham
from 2014 to 2017 and then 2019 to 2026 and was elected to the AFA SA State
Division Council in 2018. Rob served as the State President from 2018 to 2022,
followed by year as a Vice-President. He was made a Life Member of the AFA in
2017 in recognition of his services to the association.

Throughout his career Rob contributed to surgical education,
served in leadership positions with medical organisations, and pub-
lished extensively in his field.

For his military service, Robert Black was awarded the Australian
Active Service Medal (Rwanda and East Timor), Australian Service
Medal (clasps SE Asia, Bougainville), Reserve Force Decoration with
four clasps, the National Medal and the Australian Defence Med-
al. He was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia (Military
Division) in 1996.

His commitment to service, both in and out of uniform, left a
lasting impact on the Air Force, the AFA, and the wider community.
His steadfast advocacy for Air Force and veterans over many years
reflects an extraordinary and selfless commitment to service.



AFA-SA PARTICIPATES IN AFA NATIONAL FORUMS

Recently, AFA-SA joined with the AFA Ltd President, AFA Ltd Board, and other AFA State Division representatives for two
days of meetings including the AFA Ltd AGM, a Federation Council Meeting and a strategic workshop.

The Air Force Association is a federation of organisations comprising at the national level, AFA Ltd, seven AFA Divisions at
the State level which then comprise AFA Branches and AFA members within each Division. The AFA Ltd Board is the govern-
ing body of Air Force Association responsible for managing the business of AFA Ltd. The current President of AFA Ltd is
AVM (Retd) Joe lervasi and the Board includes others such as AIRMSHL (retd) Mel Hupfeld, Dee Nott and Peter Colliver
(Secretary). The AFA Federation Council is an advisory body to AFA Ltd Board representing the AFA Divisions promoting
alignment, transparency, and collaboration between the Divisions and AFA Ltd furthering the Objects and Purposes of AFA
Ltd and its interests, influence and standing. The Chair of the Federation Council is Greg Weller, our AFA-SA Vice-President.

Normally meeting online in meetings throughout the year, it was wonderful for the respective executives of AFA to come
together in person and collegiately work together in pursuit of the AFA mission "Supporting the well-being of veterans &
their families, fostering camaraderie & commemorating our history."

e
e

1:“:‘:

AFA Executives from AFA Ltd Board and the Federation Council at the 2026 Strategic Workshop in Melbourne. From left: Jim Campbell (AFA
Board Director, Ernie Walsh (AFA ACT President), Norm Waldie (RAAFA WA President, Greg Weller (AFA-SA Vice President and Chair AFA
Federation Council), Mel Hupfeld (AFA Board Director), Peter Colliver (AFA Board Secretary), Joe lervasi (AFA President), Dee Nott (AFA
Board Director, Jenny Robertson (AFA TAS president), John Clarkson (AFA VIC President), Ron Glew (AFA NSW, John Bushell (AFA QLD) and
Nick Obsorne (AFA NSW President)

BATTLE OF BRITAIN COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2026

Please join us for the 2026 Battle of Britain Commemorative Service on Saturday 12 September 2026 at the Air Force
Memorial, Torrens Parade Ground; one of our major annual commemoration where we welcome more than 150 guests to
honour the brave aviators who flew in and supported this war changing air battle.

Fought from July to October 1940, the Battle of Britain was an epic air campaign that led to the first defeat of Germany in
World War 2 and has become synonymous with defiantly defending one’s nation in the air. The battle and gallant actions of
the allied personnel involved were so crucial, they inspired Winston Churchill to famously declare ‘Never in the field of human
conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.” Eight South Australian aircrew, fought in the Battle of Britain - approxi-
mately 1/4 of the total number of Australians. While some paid the ultimate sacrifice, some survived, and some became aces.

When: 1lam—12pm, Saturday 12 September May 2026

Where: Air Force Memorial, Torrens Parade Ground

Dress: Smart Casual; Awards/Decorations may be worn

Tributes: Wreaths/Tributes may be laid at the Memorial during the service.

Attendees can connect with others over morning tea in the hall after the service.

For further information or to register your attendance please email Annette at en-
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AROUND THE BRANCHES
Elizabeth / Salisbury / Ubon Branch

President: Lobby Lusher; Vice President: Mrs Lyne Leahey OAM; Secretary: Tony Hawkes

The Elizabeth/Salisbury/Ubon Branch has enjoyed a busy and engaging quar-
ter, with strong member participation across commemorative, social, and
administrative activities. In March, | joined three of our women veterans
(Lyne Leahey OAM, Jan Higgins, and Marie Carter) in attending the commem-
orative wreath laying ceremony at Torrens Parade Ground, marking the 85th
anniversary of the WAAAF and the 75th anniversary of the WRAAF. Lyne, Jan,
and Marie laid a wreath on behalf of the WRAAF and AFA-ESU, proudly rep-
resenting the branch.

In mid March, three of our ex-WRAAFs and | attended the Commemoration
Service for 85 years of the Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF)
and 75th of the Women’s Royal Australian Air Force (WRAAF), where the
ladies laid a wreath. This was followed by lunch at the CESM, a pleasant day
that was enjoyed by all four of us. 32 members also visited the South Aus-
tralian Aviation Museum enjoying the exhibits and the new SAAM Air Force
Memorial in the morning and proceeded to the Lighthouse Wharf Hotel in
Port Adelaide for lunch. The March General Meeting was held on the 16
March and was attended by 22 members, with discussions covering the
Salisbury RSL donation, updates to the AFA-ESU/Salisbury RSL MOU, Honour
Board progress, and the approval of two new members, Kim Strong and
Robert Angel.

E/S/Ubon members enjoying lunch at the Light-
house Wharf Hotel in March.

In April, members attended various ANZAC Day dawn services around the different suburbs. A good number at the Salisbury
RSL where | laid a wreath for AFA — SA. A gunfire breakfast was enjoyed at in the RSL catered by the Salisbury Rotary Club.
Some members went to city to march on the Adelaide ANZAC Day March. The April monthly luncheon was held on ANZAC
Day at Roulettes Tavern with 21 members attending. During the luncheon, President J. Usher happened to draw his own num-
ber in the lucky square raffle. Despite light-hearted objections from attendees, the result was ultimately accepted in good hu-
mour. Afterwards, a few went to the ANZAC on Torrens and met up with State President Lawrence Ng and others.

The April General Meeting, held on 20 April 2026 with 15 members in attendance, addressed updates to the Salisbury RSL
Honour Boards, availability of the updated AFA-ESU crest for embroidery through Totally Workwear, and the presentation of a
new investment proposal, which was tabled for further consideration.

On 5th May, | attended the ADF Transition Seminar unofficially as | was babysitting for my daughter from the SA Government
Skills Commission where | introduced her and her work colleague to Lawrence Ng and Gaynor Harrison on the AFA stand. On
31 May, the Branch went to the National Motor Museum followed by lunch at the Blumberg Hotel.

This also included the regular gatherings supporting the Salisbury RSL fund-raising events, with quite a few winners from the
ESU members. Unfortunately, | missed the funeral service for Robert Black, due to a sudden need to visit my Mum interstate.
This was a very stressful period and continues to affect me. So, apologies if | am a bit out of it lately and | take this opportunity
to remind everyone, to look out for yourself and family as life can change in an instant. On a positive note, to end this report,
we welcomed 6 new members to the branch with some further potential applications in the pipeline. The branch continues to
demonstrate strong engagement, camaraderie, and commitment to supporting veterans and preserving Air Force heritage.

John (Lobby) Usher
President
AFA ESU Branch
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Mitcham Branch

President: Mr Steve Fielder Vice President: Vacant Secretary: Mr Kevin Gogler Newsletter: Rev Brenton Daulby

Members continue to meet on the 3rd Friday of each month (except January). The annual program for the year usually com-
prises six General meetings and five social events.

Since the last report, we have had two events. The first was a social event which was a lunch at the Torrens Arms Hotel. This
was in place of our planned BBQ at the Clubrooms as it conflicted with rehabilitation works by Council on our Clubrooms and
its surrounds. A relaxing time was had by all over a nice lunch and a couple of drinks.

Our May meeting included a talk by Kevin Gogler about the process he went through to write his latest book Allied Bombers:
RAAF Beauforts and Beaufighters 1942—-1945 as a volume in the PACIFIC PROFILES series. Following the meeting we had a sau-
sage sizzle.

In relation to the rehabilitation works being undertaken by Mitcham Council, the work is nearing completion and we’ll be able
to get back to some sort of normality. The improvement to the surrounds has been very well done and looks much better than
what had been the disused bowling greens, a situation which had existed for the previous 14 years.

Since the last report the Branch has lost one member, past President and Life Member Robert Black on 4 May, aged 87. During
that same period, one new member has applied to join the Branch.

Our program for the first half of 2026 is as follows:

. June: BBQ social event

. July: General Meeting with guest speaker to be confirmed
. August: BBQ or Social Bus Trip

° September: Peter Ingman, Avonmore Books

Check Us Out On Our AFA-SA Facebook Page!!

Are you on Facebook? Did you know AFA-SA has an active Facebook page promoting our events and activities
and also Air Force history?

Our Facebook Page is a major and cost efficient way for us to promote Air Force Heritage and connect with our younger serv-
ing veterans—key priorities for our association. It costs no money—simply the time and effort of our Facebook Manager.

A regular 'On this Day’ post provides a snippet of Air Force history often with a South Australian focus. We also promote the
association, our events and activities and acknowledge our key veterans.

Check out our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/raafasa
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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS

On 7 May 2026, | had the privilege of attending the 100th meeting of the Vet-
erans’ Advisory Council (VAC), marking an important milestone for the coun-
cil that has spent nearly two decades supporting South Australia’s veteran
community.

The VAC plays a vital role in ensuring veterans and their families have a direct
voice in shaping government decision-making. Speaking with members at this
landmark meeting, | was reminded that the strength of the Council lies in its
connection to community, bringing lived experience, honest insight and prac-
tical advice to the table. This ongoing dialogue is critical to ensuring our poli-
cies and programs reflect the real needs of veterans at all stages of life.

Looking ahead, | am committed to working closely with the VAC to build on this foundation, strengthening support for
transition, expanding opportunities for employment and connection, and ensuring veterans and their families feel valued
and supported. | would like to thank VAC members, past and present, for their dedication to servicing South Australia’s
veteran community.

On 25 May 2026, | travelled to Southeast Asia as part of a South Australian Government trade mission. While in Singa-
pore, alongside advancing opportunities for our state, | visited the Kranji War Memorial to lay a wreath in honour of Aus-
tralians who lost their lives in the Malayan Campaign and the defence of Singapore. Standing at Kranji was a powerful
reminder that remembrance must be matched with action in supporting today’s veterans and future generations. The
experience was a powerful reminder that remembrance is not only about reflection, but about our shared responsibility
to deliver meaningful support to veterans, their families and future generations

Hon Chris Picton, MP
Minister for Veterans Affairs.

WE HAVE A NEW AFA BADGE

The Air Force Association has followed Air Force in updating the Air Force Associa-
tion Badge with King Charles III’s Tudor Crown replacing Queen Elizabeth II’s St
Edward’s Crown. The Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Stephen Chappell, approved
the new Royal Australian Air Force Badge, featuring the Tudor Crown in 2025 and
has since been approving unit Badges in a graduated program and in May 2026,
approved the new Air Force Association Badge bearing the Tudor Crown.

The updated badge represents a contemporary evolution of the Association’s
branding, aligning it with current Royal Australian Air Force standards while pre-
serving the core elements and proud heritage that have defined the AFA since
1943. It will now be used across all national, divisional and branch communica-
tions, websites, publications and official materials.

AFA Ltd, AFA State Divisions and Branches are implementing the new Badge practically and efficiently integrating it into
digital products and use as first priority and printed items where appropriate. Physical items like ties, lapel badges and
plaques will transition as existing stock is used. The majority of the transition is to be complete by 30 June 2027. AFA SA
are developing an implementation plan to ensure the transition is conducted smoothly, quickly and appropriately. Mixed
use of the old and new badges is acceptable during the transition period. After 30 June 2027 the new badge should be
used for all new materials.

The last change to Defence’s royal symbol occurred in 1952, following Queen Elizabeth 11’s accession and the adoption of
St Edward’s Crown.
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DIRECTOR, VETERANS SA MESSAGE

Supporting veterans and families across South Australia

May was an important month of recognition and engagement for Veterans SA, as we marked Veter-
ans’ Families Day at events across Adelaide. Highlights included a high tea at Ayers House, an en-
gaging activation at Elizabeth City Centre, and a community celebration with the Partners of Veter-
ans Association of South Australia.

Veteran families are an integral part of our community and these events gave us an opportunity to recognise and hear direct-
ly from families about the realities of service life, transition and supporting loved ones through change. Their stories were a
reminder of the resilience and vital contribution families make every day in supporting serving and ex serving Defence mem-
bers.

Veterans SA is focused on supporting veterans, families and the broader veteran community during transition and beyond,
with work centred on transition support, community connection and improving access for veterans and families.

To support these ambitions, Veterans SA recently launched a pilot program enabling veterans to complete a Diploma of Pro-
ject Management while building industry connections and employment pathways. Delivered by Aimpoint, the free three-
week Skills to Industry Program is helping current and transitioning ADF personnel build confidence, develop practical, job-
ready skills and prepare for civilian employment.

Other targeted initiatives include the Power Community ADF Veterans Program, which focuses on leadership and transition,
while MindRight and StoryRight workshops help veterans translate their skills and experiences into career success beyond
Defence.

Regional engagement also remains a priority. We recently attended the UniHub Spencer Gulf Career Roadshows in Kadina,
Port Pirie, Port Augusta, Whyalla and Port Lincoln, connecting with regional veterans, families and employers and sharing
information about training, employment and support services available closer to home.

Veterans and transitioning ADF personnel interested in building new skills and exploring career pathways are encouraged to
learn more about these opportunities.

To stay informed on the latest activities, sign up to our eNews, visit Veterans SA website or follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn
or Instagram.

Bianca Wheeler
Director, Veterans SA

AFA-SA AT DEFENCE TRANSITION SEMINAR

In early May, AFA-SA was at the Defence Transition Seminar in Adelaide to connect
with serving veterans and highlight what AFA-SA can provide in support of veterans

(%)

and their families. Our President, Lawrence Ng, and State Secretary, Gaynor Harri- Aj ia } B rce Ao
i (South Austrn]

son, attended providing lots of brochures and flyers on our Association, what we do
and how we support veterans and their families. Run several times a year in each
capital city, the Defence Transition Seminars are conducted by Defence to inform
Defence members contemplating leaving Defence on the process, entitlements, sup-
port mechanisms and what to do and what not to do. For many veterans, transition
our of Defence can be one of the most challenging changes they will make in their
career. For AFA-SA, the seminar is a great way to meet Air Force members who are
in the throes of transitioning or contemplating transitioning out of Defence.

Gaynor and Lawrence connected with many members explaining how AFA-SA sup-
ports Air Force veterans and their families through Camaraderie, Commemoration
and Heritage, Advocacy and Assistance and how AFA-SA could support them
through the transition process.



mailto:or%20veteranssa@sa.gov.au?subject=I%20want%20to%20subscribe%20for%20Veterans%20SA%20eNews
https://veteranssa.sa.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/veteranssouthaustralia/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/veteranssa/
https://www.instagram.com/veterans_sa/

ANZAC DAY 2026

On Anzac Day, the AFA-SA joined with the members of the community in paying their respects
and honouring those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice in the service of our nation across the
Adelaide region.

While our Secretary, Gaynor Harrison, laid a wreath at the main Adelaide Dawn Service at the
National War Memorial, North Terrace, AFA-SA members also laid wreaths at local Dawn Ser-
vices across Adelaide including at Playford, Elizabeth, the Repat, and the Adelaide Hills.

It was wonderful to see such large attendances across Adelaide and the significant Air Force
presence at the Dawn Service commemorations. There is indeed something very special about
local communities coming together at dawn across the suburbs to honour the fallen.

AFA-SA Secretary, Gaynor Harrison, with AIRCDRE Andrew Pearce after the Adelaide Dawn Service

AFA-SA Treasurer, Mandy Weller, with other dignitaries including her husband, Senior Air
Force Representative and AFA-SA Vice President, GPCAPT Greg Weller, at the Elizabeth
Dawn Service

Later in the day, AFA-SA members joined thousands of others in Adelaide for the
Adelaide Anzac Day March marching either with the AFA-SA contingent or their
respective unit or group contingents. It was wonderful seeing such a large contin-
gent of serving Air Force veterans march in the 2026 Adelaide Anzac Day March.
No 24 (City of Adelaide) Squadron marched as a formed unit with their Military
Working Dogs. A large RAAF Base Edinburgh contingent followed. The AFA-SA
contingent was led by our President, Lawrence Ng, and comprised several mem-
bers from the State Council including Gaynor Harrison and Dave Pyatt. It was also
great to see our AFA-SA Ubon veterans march in the RAAF Ubon contingent.




COMMEMORATIONS

Over the last three months, AFA-SA executives have participated in various com-
memorations acknowledging the service of Australians.

On Friday 17 April, AFA-SA State Councillor, WOFF Dave Pyatt, represented the As-
sociation at the 2026 South Australian Police Anzac Memorial Service held at the

Wall of Remembrance, South Australian Police Academy. It was a moving ceremo- ‘
ny as the South Australian Police came together with the broader community in 0.6 .
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remembering those South Australian Police Officers who died on active service for
Australia in World War 1, World War 2 and post war conflicts serving in the De-
fence Force. .For WOFF Pyatt, who transitioned from the Permanent Air Force to
the Air Force Reserve in recent years, the ceremony was personal as his father
served in the South Australian Police. It was an honour for him to lay a tribute on
behalf of the Association honouring the South Australian Police who have fallen in
the service of our Nation. There are ten South Australian Police members listed on
the South Australian Police Roll of Honour who died in World War 2 while serving
with the Royal Australian Air Force.

Dave Pyatt at the South Australian Police Anzac Memorial Service on 17 April.

On Saturday 2nd May 2026, AFA-SA executives joined South Vietnamese and Aus-
tralian Veterans, and the South Australian Vietnamese Community for the 51st
anniversary of the fall of Saigon. In the morning a commemoration was held at the
Vietnam War Memorial, Torrens Parade Ground, where Lawrence Ng, AFA-SA Pres-
ident, and Frank Leggio, AFA-SA State Councillor, laid a wreath. In the evening, they
attended another ceremony at the Athol Park Vietnamese Community Centre. The
commemorations were hosted by the President of the Vietnamese Community of
SA, Ms Khuyen Tran and the President of the Republic of Vietnam Veterans Associ-
ation of SA Mr Dang-Thao Nguyen. The Vietnamese veteran community in South
Australia are a very proud yet humble community and it is wonderful having them
as part of the broader Adelaide community and in particular, Vietnamese Air Force
veterans as members of the AFA-SA.

Lawrence NG and Frank Leggio lay a wreath at the Fall of Saigon Commemorative
Service on 2 May 2026

On 30 May, AFA-SA joined with the Adelaide community in commemorating and
honouring our nations Indigenous veterans who have served our Nation at the Ab-
original Veterans Commemorative Service at the wonderful Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders War Memorial at Torrens Parade Ground. The Association (South
Australia) was represented by our President, Lawrence Ng, who laid a tribute in
honour of those Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander veterans who have served
and paid the ultimate sacrifice. The annual service held during Reconciliation Week
is always a poignant and inspiring service.

Lawrence Ng lays a wreath at the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders War

In late April, AFA-SA attended the 84th Anniversary Battle of Coral Sea Commemo-  Memorial during Reconciliation Week 2026.
rative Service at the Botanic Gardens where Lawrence Ng laid a
tribute on behalf of AFA SA.

On 29 April 2026, AFA-SA and 24 Squadron Association conducted
a small wreath laying ceremony at the Air Force Memorial, Tor-
rens Parade Ground, followed by an informal lunch at the Com-
bined-Ex-Services Mess, Torrens Parade Ground to mark the 75th
anniversary of the unit’s reformation. The 24SQN plaque on the
memorial was adorned with poppies for the wreath laying.

Members of AFA-SA and 24 SQN Association lay tributes to mark the 75th
anniversary of reformation of 24SQN at the Air Force Memorial.




2026 BOMBER COMMAND COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE

On Saturday 30 May 2026, AFA-SA hosted the 2026 Bomber Command Commemorative Service in Adelaide supported by No
462 Squadron, a current Defence unit that saw distinguished service with Bomber Command in World War 2 and the Australian
Air Force Cadets. The service, which has become a major and popular service on the local commemorative calendar acknowl-
edged the remarkable service and achievements of the more than 10,000 Australians who flew with Bomber command and
honoured the more than one third who paid the supreme sacrifice and did not return home.

A wise decision early in the week to move the service into the Torrens Parade Ground
Drill Hall proved appropriate given the rain at the time of the service. Despite moving
inside, the ceremony was just a poignant with much symbolism featuring a Cata-
falque Memorial comprising two WW?2 Air Force caps and a 462 SQN Halifax Bomber
model, a RAAF Ensign at half-mast on a portable flagpole, a 460SQN and a 462SQN
Banner tended by 462SQN aviators and AAFC Cadets, and a Commemorative Wreath
with a G for George Lancaster Model guarded by two AAFC Cadets.

While it was wonderful having so many guests including dignitaries, serving and ex- 4625QN and AAFC members at post.
serving veterans, local, state and federal government representatives and member

across Adelaide’s veterans, Defence support, aerospace, heritage and Defence sector, the highlight was having 102-year-old
RAAF Bomber command veteran Mr Angas Hughes and immediate family of passed bomber command veterans. Angas Hughes
completed 32 missions before bailing out of his flaming Lancaster to be captured on the ground and serve the last 7 months of
the war as a POW. We believe he is the last surviving RAAF World War 2 POW veteran in South Australia and one of a handful of
Bomber Command veterans in the state. As has become the tradition over recent times, this year’s service featured the story
of a South Australian aviator who served in Bomber Command and this year, the keynote speech provided by WGCDR Shaun
Reece, CO 462SQN, told the story of FLTLT Ross Stanford DFC, a young South Australian cricket prodigy, who completed 47 mis-
sions with 467 SQN and 617 SQN (the Dambuster Squadron) flying Lancasters. We were honoured to have Mr Greg Stanford,
Ross Stanford’s son, attend the service. See the next page for the story of FLTLT Ross Stanford.

It was a privilege to have 94-year-old Ms Lee Baker, whose late husband Maurice Moore served as a Wireless Operator with
462 SQN in Bomber Command during 1945, attend and lay a wreath on behalf of Fami-
lies of Veterans Guild. Between January and May 1945, Moore completed 17 missions
flying not as a member of a particular crew but augmenting crews for specific missions
that required dropping Window or small aluminium strips packed together and
dropped from aircraft to generate false readings for radars to confuse German air de-
fence network. We introduced Lee to WGCDR Shaun Reece, the current Commanding

Officer of No 462 Squadron. WGCDR Reece, CO 462SQN, with Ms Lee Baker

Chaplain Sophie Marta, 24SQN, officiated while 462SQN provided the MC, a Catafalque
Party, the key note address and a support party. Meanwhile, Australian Air Force Ca-

dets provided a Guard of Honour for the Bomber Command Commemorative Wreath, Flag
Orderly, door openers, registration, scripture reading, bearers of the 460SQN Banners and
laid the final tribute, the Bomber Command Commemorative Wreath.

GPCAPT David Brown, former CO An AAFC Cadet with Bomber Command veteran
460SQN salutes after laying a wreath. Angas Hughes




FLTLT ROSS STANFORD DFC

Born in Fulham in 1917, Ross Stanford grew up in Adelaide’s western suburbs on the family mar-

ket garden. He was a child cricket protégé and at only 18 played in a first-class match for South
Australia alongside Don Bradman against Tasmania in 1936.

He enlisted in the RAAF in 1941 and after completing pilot training at Parafield and Mallala, re-
ceived his Wings in July 1942. Sent to England, he was posted to No 467 Squadron in August
1943, one of the RAAF’s heavy bomber squadrons flying Lancasters. He completed 23 operation-
al missions with 467 SQN notably in the Battle of Berlin and Battle of the Ruhr. He was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for his service at 467SQN with the Citation stating, “Flying Officer
Stanford has completed many successful operations, against the enemy in which he displayed

skill, fortitude and devotion to duty.” Portrait image of FLTLT Ross Stamford DFC.

Selected to fly a second Bomber Command tour, he was posted to 617 SQN
in February 1944 where he flew another 24 operational missions. With
617SQN he flew in OP TAXABLE, 617SQN’s spoof mission on D-Day and oth-
er strike missions in support of the allied landings on France, OP CROSSBOW
targeting Germany’s including V-1 flying bomb and V-2 rocket weapons and
the units first missions with the new 2,000lb TALLBOY bomb. Stanford was
then attached to the Air Ministry from late 1944 to mid-1945 where he
spoke to defence industry employees on the war and the operational experi-
ence. In 1945, he participated in the famous Victory Cricket Tests playing
along side Keith Miller against English cricket greats such as Len Hutton.

<~

He demobilised from the RAAF in March 1946 after completing five yearsof 1 77 pocs Stamford (left) with his crew In front of a
service including two operational tours with Bomber Command with 823 467SQN :Lancaster after a mission./DFC.
flying hours in his logbook. The last entry in his logbook is recorded the
words “thus ended the best five years of my life.”

Returning to South Australia, he played first class cricket for South Australia
post war. He passed away in 2006 as the last surviving South Australian
member of 617 SQN. Proud of his service to his nation and honouring those
who served, he regularly marched in the Adelaide Anzac Day March.

It was an honour having Ross Stanford son, Mr Greg Stanford, at our service.
At the end of the service he got up from the front row and gave short im-
promptu speech with the service cap and flying logbook of his father's in his
hands thanking AFA-SA for the service and stating how proud he was of his
father and asking everyone to never forget those who served and in particu-

lar, those who paid the ultimate FLTLT Ross Stamford DFC with the cricket
sacrifice in World War 2. bat he used in the Victory Tests in 1945.

You can read more about FLTLT Ross Stanford by reading our
aviator profile on hie written by our vice-president, Greg Weller:
https://afasa.org.au/index.php/aviator-profiles/ross-milton-
stanford
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AVIATION MUSEUM OFFERS AFA-SA
MEMBERS DISCOUNTED ENTRY

AFA-SA has a long history of working with the South Australian Aviation Museum (SAAM) on Air Force heritage. Collaborative
Initiatives in recent years have included the Epic Flight Centenary, the Air Force Centenary, and the new Air Force Memorial at
SAAM. Earlier this year, our President, Lawrence Ng, and Vice-President, Greg Weller, met with SAAM executives to discuss
further collaboration and partnership opportunities. One of the initiatives that came out of this engagement was SAAM offer-
ing AFA-SA members a 50% discount on the standard entry fee for SAAM (eg normally $17 reduced to $8.50 with the 50% dis-
count). Importantly, the discount is only on full price entrance fees and not on concessions, children or pensioners. To receive
the discount, simply identify yourself as an AFA-SA member at the front counter and show your AFA-SA membership Badge.

Located at Port Adelaide, SAAM is the premier aviation museum in South Australia and has a wonderful collection of aviation
artifacts with a major focus on military aviation heritage. If you have not visited the museum in recent years, we strongly rec-
ommend you visit and see the wonderful collection of RAAF aircraft on display at the museum and our joint projects such as
the Vickers Vimy mural and the new Air Force Memorial. Many aircraft have a direct relationship with RAAF Edinburgh such as
the P-3 Orion (92WG), F/A-18 (ARDU), F-111 (ARDU), PC-9 (ARDU), C-47 Dakota (ARDU) and Mirage (ARDU).

FREE EVENT FOR AFA-SA MEMBERS AT SAAAM

Further to the above discount, the SAAM Foundation has also kindly invited AFA-SA members to an exclusive afternoon engage-
ment at SAAM which will include a free guided tour, a running of a Merlin engine, introduction to the SAAM Foundation and
free drinks and food afterwards. The visit will coincide with the anniversary of the fatal crash of a RAAF Air Trials Unit C-47 near
RAAF Pearce on 31 July 1961 that killed four RAAF aircrew. Accordingly, we will conducting a simple wreath laying at the new
Air Force Memorial at SAAM during the visit. This is a rare opportunity to visit SAAM like this. The event is open to all AFA-SA
members but please register with Annette as per below as SAAM can only facilitate up to 50 people for this event.

Museum for a free's|

- L ?MW "
io the SAAM Foundation _
and refreshments with SAAM staff

Location: South Australian Aviation Museum §
16 Bedford Street, Port Adelaide

Time: 2.30pm - 5.45pm

RSVP: Please RSVP to Annette at admino@arasa.org.au or Ph 08 8227 0980 by Mon 27 July

Committed to our Air Force veterans and their families - Then, Now, Always

Air Force Association g I

1l




RAAF EDINBURGH NEWS

New Maintenance Facility Opens at Edinburgh

A new facility has opened at RAAF Base Edinburgh which will be-
come a regional hub for the maintenance and sustainment of air-
craft for the ADF and its partners. The $200 million Deep Mainte-
nance Modification Facility (DMMF) will enable long-term, deep
maintenance and modification of the Royal Australian Air Force’s
(RAAF) P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft in Australia, signifi-
cantly enhancing operational readiness.

The P-8A Poseidon is a cornerstone of Australia’s airborne anti-
submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, and search-and-rescue
capability.

Dignitaries join the Deputy Prime Minister at the opening of the
Deep Maintenance Modification Facility at RAAF Edinburg.

Officially opening the DMMF at RAAF Base Edinburgh, Deputy (Defence image and story)

Prime Minister and Defence Minister Richard Marles said “This
facility is a critical investment in Australia’s ability to maintain and sustain key Defence capabilities at home. By embedding
deep maintenance and upgrade work for the P-8A Poseidon fleet in Australia, we are strengthening sovereign capability,
improving force readiness and reducing reliance on overseas sustainment, as set out in the National Defence Strategy.”

The DMMF represents a long-term investment in Australia’s sovereign defence industrial base, as well as a significant in-
vestment to the local economy. In addition to supporting the ADF fleet aircraft, the DMMF will play a key role in strength-
ening regional partnerships. In a significant step for Anzac interoperability, the Royal New Zealand Air Force will also under-
take deep maintenance for its fleet of P-8A aircraft at the South Australian facility from 2028 — further reinforcing a shared
commitment to regional security and collective maritime capability.

RAAF Receives its 14th P-8A Poseidon

Australia has received its 14th P-8A Poseidon aircraft completing
the initial acquisition of the aircraft first instigated in 2016. Based
at RAAF Base Edinburgh and operated by No. 11, 12 and 292
Squadrons, the P-8A Poseidon was acquired to replace the aging P
-3 Orion. The P-8A Poseidon has performed strongly across oper-
ations and exercises since first entering service. Under AIR7000,
approved upgrades will further enhance the fleet’s anti-
submarine warfare, maritime strike and intelligence capabilities,
while supporting Australian industry through significant local in-
volvement and more than S$1 billion in investment.

12 SQN P-8A Poseidon now have the Buffalo Tail Emblem
The 14th P-8A Poseidon arrives at RAAF Edinburgh. (Defence)

The Buffalo call sign and emblem has returned home to 12 SQN
now based at RAAF Base Edinburgh. The Buffalo emblem is now
being placed on the squadron’s P-8A Poseidon aircraft, linking the
unit’s heritage with its modern maritime mission. The call sign
goes back to the squadron’s early operations during World War I,
when it flew Hawker Demon biplane fighters and Avro Anson gen-
eral and maritime reconnaissance aircraft in the defence of Aus-
tralia’s north, alongside offensive operations in the former Dutch
New Guinea region. 12 SQN flew the CH-47 Chinook between
1973 and 1989, after which it disbanded with the transfer of rota-
ry wing aviation to the Army. The call sign passed to the Army’s
5th Aviation Regiment from 1995 when it began flying the CH-47
Chinook.

Its return to Air Force restores a diverse operational heritage for
the next chapter of the Buffalo and 12SQN with the unit now op-
erating the P-8A Poseidon on maritime patrol, anti-submarine
warfare, anti-surface warfare and maritime strike missions.

125QN P-8A Poseidon with the Buffalo emblem ion its tail.
(Defence image and story)
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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AVIATION MUSEUM NEWS

An important part of the South Australian Aviation Museum (SAAM) role in preserving Australia’s aviation history, and in par-
ticular our state’s is the SAAM library. When the museum was established in 1984 some aviation memorabilia and books were
donated and so the founders decided a library was needed to compliment the aircraft and related displays.

The early days of the museum was a challenge for all the volunteer members to establish everything from ‘scratch’. As a result,
the question arose as to how the library items were to be stored. The answer was to be filing cabinets, shelving and steel cup-
boards. As the museum was an incorporated body the acceptance of donations needed to be handled ‘legally’ in order to pro-
tect both the donor and the museum. As a result, a donation form was prepared and they are used for every item that is gifted
to the museum. This is the formal transfer of the ownership of the item to the museum. In the library you may see every dona-
tion form since the museum started in 1984.

The library developed as the museum grew and moved sites three times since the original ‘garage’ located in Glenelg. Progres-
sively the area needed by the library grew and in 2012 a large extension was undertaken and that is where you can visit to see
the records today.

Members heavily involved in the library since the museum was established were Alan Kilmier, Bill Maloney, Neil, Jim Evans,
Graham Alderman, Gerry Lawson, Ziggy Onisek, Rod & Jean Kopp, Ken Johnson, Vern Kendall and Nigel Daw.

The museum is open for SAAM members to borrow books and for researchers to
visit seeking answers to their aviation questions. As at May 2026 the library holds
the following material:

a) Books — 8,831 (on all aviation subjects)
b) Technical Handbooks — 3,400 (aircraft and engines)
¢) Photographic —scanned items, photographs and colour transparencies

d) Memorabilia (4 drawer filing cabinets) — 1,584 files (including RAAF Mallala,
Port Pirie, Mt Gambier, Edinburgh and various squadrons plus Adelaide and
Parafield Airports with extensive files on the Royal Aero Club of SA and the
Vickers Vimy.

e) Magazines — 250 brands
f)  Airline Timetables, Passenger tickets and Aircrew/Pilot logbooks

g) Personal collections of photographs, colour transparencies & memorabilia.

h) DVD’s-—1,042 SAAM volunteers cataloguing books and photo-
graphs for the SAAM Library. (SAAM image)
95% of the items held in the library have come from donations from the general

public.

On Wednesday there are usually ten members present cataloging donations, scan-
ning photographs, labeling photographs and colour transparencies, acknowledging
donations and general library work.

Overall, the library is an important adjunct to the museum complimenting the
holding of airframes, displays, rockets, the workshop and providing the historical
details for displays and the History Group. It also supports researchers who come
to see our source documentation.

Nigel Daw
Vice-President
Librarian from 2012

Part of the SAAM Book Library Collection. (SAAM Image)




COMBINED EX-SERVICES MESS UPDATE

The Combined Ex-Services Mess (CESM) is an Ex-Services Organisation (ESO), located upstairs at the Torrens Training Depot
run by volunteer representatives from AFA-SA, RSL SA, Vietnam Veteran’s Association, Legacy SA and the Naval Association
SA. The AFA-SA strongly supports and promotes the CESM as a means of delivering camaraderie. The AFA-SA works closely
with the CESM in organising social events for our Air Force veterans and using the CESM for catering for AFA-SA events such
as our commemorative services. In this way, we help a fellow organisation support us in performing our key roles of cama-
raderie, commemoration, advocacy and assistance. For AFA-SA members, your AFA-SA annual fees also provide member-
ship of the CESM allowing you to use the mess for camaraderie events like the monthly lunches (held on the 3rd Wednesday
of the month—except Jan). The two course lunch is now $30 and includes a guest speaker. There is limited seating
(maximum 55) and tables fill fast, so bookings are essential.

FOR LUNCH BOOKINGS, Contact Annette Moore at the AFA office:
(08) 8227 0980 Business Hrs: Monday, Wednesday and Friday between 9 am and 2 pm.

The Mess AGM was on 15th April at 11am, where we had a couple of changes to our committee with myself still as Chair-
man, Lobby Usher, Lorraine ‘Effie’ Rawnsley and new committee member Gaynor Harrison being the AFA-SA reps. David
Lyas, John Evans and Geoff Malpas are the RSL-SA reps, Murray Stewart and Phil St John are VVA reps, Deb and David
“Boof” Haynes as NAA reps and new Treasurer Sophie Oates as Legacy rep. Thanks all for taking on the positions and we
hope you enjoy how the Mess Committee supports many veterans and organisations.

Our monthly lunch followed on from the AGM where we had Robert Goldney
as our speaker. Bob spoke about the new Coastal Command memorial at the
Pathway of Honour. Bob’s father was lost in the Bay of Biscay as part of the
Coastal Command. He talked about his father’s service and how he was de-
clared missing when he was a baby. Bob funded the whole memorial, and the
service was held recently to dedicate this memorial.

Anzac Day was a fantastic day. We sold new bakery products which were a hit.
The day was celebrated and commemorated with many supporting the Mess.
We hope you all had a special day.

RAAF members enjoying the CESM on Anzac Day

Sadly, on 4th May, AFA-SA and the Combined Mess lost one of their committee members and a regular patron, Dr Robert
Black. We extend our condolences to Tania Black and Robert’s family. Robert will be greatly missed. His contributions at
Mess meetings were always informative, and he had a deep commitment to veterans. He also asked thoughtful questions at
our lunches that sparked conversation. Vale Dr Robert Black.

In May, our speaker was Yvonne Smuts —an accomplished photographer talking about her travels. Yvonne had a beautiful
PowerPoint presentation of some of her travels to South Africa and Botswana, with some stunning photos of some of the
most iconic African animals, along with a couple of hairy close encounters.

On 30 May, the Combined Mess assisted in the commemorative
service for the Bomber Command. The service was held indoors
as the weather was very wet. Many thanks to all the RAAF work-
ing party who not only helped set up but packed up too. We
hope you enjoyed the catering and camaraderie.

The next Combined Mess lunch is on 17 June, and our speaker is
HMAS CO Commander Rebecca Wilson. Our menu is Roast Beef
or Chicken and Spinach Lasagna. For bookings, please email An-
nette at admino@afasa.org.au WITH your name, contact num-

ber and menu choice. We hope to see you there. Please note -
cutoff for booking is 15 June (with a small window of exception).

462SQN members assist in setting up the morning tea for the
2026 Bomber Command Commemorative Service.

Annette Moore
CESM Chair
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