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AFA-SA QUARTERLY

Committed to our Air Force Veterans and their
Families—Then, Now, Always

THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING OF EDINBURGH

The 22 March 2024 is the 70th Anniversary of the opening of Edinburgh Airfield by
Hirs Royal Highness, Prince Phillip, The Duke of Edinburgh, during the Royal Visit. To
mark this anniversary, we have a special four page article in this edition focusing on
the first five years of the base. While many today know RAAF Edinburgh as the home
of the P-3 Orion for over 50 years, No 24 Squadron and RAAF Recruit Training for
decades, RAAF Edinburgh was initially conceived to support weapons research and
development conducted by the Governments Weapons Research Establishment, the
predecessor to the Defence Science and Technology Organisation, and the testing of
weapons at Woomera. Today the large sprawling and very busy base that is home to
over 6,000 Defence staff including a major Army presence is very different to the
bases early days in the late 1950’s where it was solely focused on weapons trials.

Edinburgh Airfield (as it was then called) in 1956 with the North-South Runway in the top right
hand corner of the image and the first four hangars on the familiar flightline in the middle. The
road running from top to bottom adjacent to the flightline is today called Fisher Blvd and still
demarcates the flightline from the bases operational support area. (NAA)

Also, in this edition is a new AFA-SA Commemorative Calendar that has been devel-
oped to promote key national and local commemorations, and historic dates and key
anniversaries of Air Force importance for Air Force veterans and the wider communi-
ty in South Australia. While we appreciate it is impossible to list all such anniversaries
and significant dates, we hope that the calendar will be of benefit in flagging some of
the more significant dates and anniversaries that should be remembered, acknowl-
edged or noted this year. The intent is to release an updated calendar annually in
January. Lastly, look out for the Presidents article on page 5 and 6 on the new AFA-SA
and Strategic Plan on a Page reflecting the State Council’s priorities for the future.

March 2024

Our Mission
To support the Air Force Family
through Advocacy, Assistance,
Camaraderie and
Commemoration.
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COMING EVENTS: Located at:

Torrens Training Depot

March Victoria Drive, Adelaide
e 15 Mar (Fri): AFA-SA State Council Meeting SA 5000

e 15 Mar (Fri): Mitcham Branch AGM

e 20 Mar (Wed): Combined Ex-Services Mess Lunch Office Hours: .

e 22 Mar (Fri): 70th Anniversary of Opening of Edinburgh Airfield Mog, Weflzand L

e 24 Mar (Sun): Elizabeth/Salisbury Branch lunch at Waterloo Station Hotel am - <pm

e 28 Mar (Thurs): Formation of RAAF Anniversary Service at RAAF Edinburgh Phone:

e 31 Mar (Sun): 103rd Anniversary of Formation of RAAF (08) 8227-0980
10am: Wreath laying at Air Force Memorial, Torrens Parade Ground

Email:
enquiry@afasa.org.au
admino@afasa.org.au

newsletter@afasa.org.au
webmaster@afasa.org.au

April

17 Apr (Wed): Combined Ex-Services Mess Lunch; CESM AGM
19 Apr (Fri, 2.00pm): AFA-SA State Council Meeting (TPG)

25 Apr (Thurs): ANZAC Day

28 Apr (Sun): Elizabeth/Salisbury Branch Lunch at Salisbury RSL

Website:
May http://www.afasa.org.au
e 15 May (Wed): Combined Ex-Services Mess Lunch
e 17 May (Fri): AFA-SA State Council Meeting Mail:
e 23 May (Thur): Elizabeth/Salisbury Branch Monarto Zoo Bus Trip Air Force Association (SA)

Torrens Parade Ground
Victoria Drive, Adelaide,
SA 5000

ANZAC Day 2024

Planning for this years ANZAC Day commemorations is in full swing. There will be Dawn Services held at various locations
around Adelaide and South Australia’s regional towns. Check you local RSL / community for details on where to can participate
in this years ANZAC Day. For the Adelaide’s ANZAC Day march, Air Force veterans can participate as follows:

WWII veterans will be in Group 2 - southern side of North Tce east
from David Jones carpark to Pulteney St - step off 9:30am

Korea/Malaya/Borneo veterans in Group 3 - northern side of North Tce
east from Art Gallery to near Elder Hall - step off 9:40am

Air Force Vietnam veterans in Group 6 - northern side of North Tce
east from the underground carpark to Frome Rd - step off 09:50am

Recent Conflicts & Peacekeepers in Groups 8 & 9 - Pulteney St be-
tween North Tce and Rundle Mall, group 8 on western side, Group 9
on eastern side - step off at 10:00am

Retired RAAF and No. 24 Sgn in Group 12 - northern side of Grenfell St
west from Pulteney St to east of Rundle Place car park - step off 10:10am This group will include the Air Force Association
(SA) contingent and all AFA-SA members are very welcome to march in the AFA-SA contingent.

ANZAC Day is a special day for our Nation and in particular our veterans. Please take a moment this ANZAC Day to honour
those who have served and paid the ultimate sacrifice.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| hope 2024 has started well for you. In this first edition of
2024, you will find many articles and news of interest. |
acknowledge the sterling effort of our editor, Greg Weller
for his tireless energy, effort and dedication to maintain the
newsletter and thank all contributors for their valued input.

The Air Force Association stands by its Mission and Charter
by honoring the past and our Veterans who have served,
connecting with the current Air Force and championing the future through our Cadets and
young serving. In January, the State Council and Branch representatives met to review
where we are and where se should go in ensuring the association remains focused on
meetings its purpose. We reviewed and updated our Mission, Vision, Priorities and Values
and identified the need for our association to embrace values.

Our values are the guiding principles for which we stand and the ideals we will not com-
promise as we perform our mission in pursuit of our vision. They are the standards to
which we hold ourselves accountable. The 4 guiding values are:- Courage; Respect; Care
and Compassion. We are committed to our Air Force veterans and their families —Then,
Now, Always. | have written about our Values more on page 5 and 6.

| am also pleased to report that our Association is financially sound under the stewardship
of our Honorable Treasurer Jonathan Boyd. We are fortunate that we continue to form
good relationships with the community and make good use of social media to promote our
branding and communicating with members and are single service focus. Opportunities for
the Association into the future is to explore a charity status organization, increase mem-
bership, promote relationships with shared interest groups, cadets and other similar avia-
tion associations. On the other side of the coin is our ageing membership, low awareness
with serving members, insufficient governmental support and underutilization of grant
funding. The Association will always be subjected to and challenged by vagaries of the
economy, competition and reputation and therefore has to remain vigilant and proactive.

Late last year, the State Council recommended a small increase in membership fees to
keep pace with inflation. The last fee increase was more than twenty-five years ago.
Membership includes the Wings Magazine which has remained a high quality magazine
that you can receive either digitally or in hardcopy. It is great to see a story on our Division
always in each edition.

Commemorations have recommenced in the Adelaide area including the recent Bangka
Day Commemoration on 18 Feb and Bombing of Darwin Commemorations on 19 February
which we attended and paid our respects. This year we will co-host with RAAF Edinburgh
key Air Force commemorations including the RAAF Birthday, Bomber Command and Battle
of Britain. Next month is ANZAC Day and | encourage our members to join us in the AFA-SA
Contingent for the main Adelaide ANZAC Day March.

The Association would like to take this opportunity to congratulate WGCDR Craig Keane on
assuming the position of Commanding Officer, No 24 Squadron. The State Council met
with WGCDR Keane in December and again in February at a Combin ed Ex-Services Mess
Lunch.

Finally | encourage and invite all Aviators past, present and future to consider Air Force
Association membership to support the mission and objectives of the Air Force Associa-
tion. It is your Association so make it yours.

P

Lawrence Ng
President
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The Last Post — Lest We Forget

Fair skies Friends — Thank you for your service

Robert (Bob) Brian Nelmes. Robert Brian (Bob) Nelmes was born on 23rd of November 1934 and died on the 1st January
2024. Bob served in the Australian Army initially completing three months National Service before transferring to the Citi-
zens Military Force and serving until 1955 attaining the rank of Corporal. In April 1955, Bob joined the RAAF. A qualified
butcher, and then joined the RAAF serving from 1955 until 1982. Attaining the rank of Flight Sergeant, Bob was a quali-
fied butcher, he joined as a Cooks Assistant as there were no butcher vacancies at the time of enlistment. Two years later,
he was able to transfer to Butcher. Bob always noted that the experience gave him a better understanding of the relation-
ship between butchers and cooks and served him well in his career. Bob’s postings included Darwin, Edinburgh, Malaysia,
Canberra and Williamtown. He was awarded the Australian Active Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasp “MALAYSIA”, General
Service Medal Malay Peninsula, Australian Service Medal 1945-75 with the “Southeast Asia Clasp, Defence Force Service
Medal with Second Clasp, National Medal with First Clasp, Long Service and Good Conduct Medal and the Returned From
Active Service Badge. He retired from the RAAF in April 1982 with the rank of Flight Sergeant. As well as a member of the
Mitcham Branch of the Air Force Association, Bob was also Life Member of the Swan Reach RSL having served for 35 years
as its Secretary. Jim Richardson represented AFA-SA at Bob’s funeral at Mannum on the 10th of January.

CENTENARIAN CONGRATULATIONS

We would like to congratulate WW?2 veteran Donald Wills who turns 100 on 16 March!

Born in Broken Hill, Don worked as a Clerk / Storeman before enlisting in the RAAF on 30 June 1943. After completing basic
training at No 4 Initial Training School, Victor Harbour, he completed air gunnery training at No 2 Bombing and Gunnery
School, RAAF Port Pirie receiving his Air Gunners Badge on 16 Sep 1943. He was selected for duty in Europe and after com-
pleting heavy conversion training, was posted to No 463 Squadron in Junel944 as a Tail Gunner flying Lancasters. One of
his first missions was in support of the D-Day offensive where he participated in a mission striking German positions
around Caen. He flew 25 missions with 463SQN before his aircraft was shot down in September 1944 by flak over Bou-
logne. He bailed out of the stricken aircraft parachuting to the ground to be rescued by a French farming family. Thankful-
ly this was on allied territory and he was returned to an allied base and eventually England. He was subsequently posted to
No 467 Squadron where he completed another four missions to complete his 29 mission tour of duty with Bomber Com-
mand by January 1945. He returned to Australia in late 1945. He is a long-time member of AFA-SA Mitcham Branch.

AUSTRALIA DAY RECOGNITION

On Australia Day, our National Day, our Nation recognises through
the Australia Day Awards those Australians who have provided out-
standing service and contributions to their community and our Na-
tion. While some are well-known Australians, many awardees are
simply members of their local community who have provided their
time and commitment working tirelessly in their local community
having incredible effect.

It was wonderful to see local RAAF Vietnam Veteran, Mal Thiele,
awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM). Malcolm Thiele
served for 22 years in the RAAF. Initially an apprentice, he complet-
ed his time in the RAAF as a Warrant Officer in the health services.
As President of the Vietnam Veterans Federation (SA) and a mem-
ber of the Veterans SA Veterans Advisory Council, Mal has given so
much to the veteran’s community in many ways. Congratulations
Mal!

Mr Mal Thiele (right) paying his respects at a RAAF
commemorative service at Torrens Parade Ground in 2023.

It was also wonderful to see Air Marshal Robert Chipman AM CSC, Chief of Air Force, appointed as an Officer of the Order
of Australia in the Military Division (AO) and two former RAAF Edinburgh based Commanding Officers, AIRCDRE Gretchen
Fryer (formerly CO 24SQN) and GPCAPT David Clyde CSM (formerly CO 462SQN) receive awards. Congratulations to all
awardees!
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STATE COUNCIL NEWS

Induction Training and Strategic Planning Workshop

On Saturday 13 January, the new State Council elected at the October 2023 AGM conducted an Induction Workshop and a
Strategic Planning Workshop. The Induction Workshop was the first such training delivered to State Council members. Identi-
fied as a need by recent State Councils, the purpose of the Induction Training was to induct the new AFA-SA State Council in-
troducing them to AFA-SA governance requirements, key documents (eg Constitution), AFA structure and functions, State
Council roles and responsibilities, communications, finances, and our key relationships. The State Councillors were also pro-
vided a 20 page Induction Manual. It is hoped that through this initiative, State Councillors will better understand their roles,
responsibilities and accountabilities as State Councillors and the association as a whole.

The purpose of the Strategic Planning Workshop was to establish the way ahead for AFA-SA and the new State Council by re-
viewing the current Strategic Plan on a Page (eg Mission, Vision, Priorities), Develop AFA-SA Values, Conduct a Strengths /
Weaknesses / Opportunities / Threats Analysis, and scope a 2024 Business Plan to better identify what we need to do as an
association over the next 12 months. The workshop was a great success resulting in considerable discussion and changes to
our associations Mission, Vision, Priorities and Tagline as well as proposed AFA-SA Values. | would like to thank those who par-
ticipated and in particular, Greg Weller and Kevin Gogler who facilitated the two workshops.

Updated Strategic Plan on a Page

The recommendations from the Strat Planning Workshop were reviewed and endorsed at our February State Council Meeting
into an updated AFA-SA Strategic Plan on a Page 2024—2030 as displayed below. Key aspects were:

o Simplify the Mission and Vision and capitalise ‘Family’

e Add two priorities focused on camaraderie and the needs of the Air Force Family.

e Amend the AFA-SA Tagline from “Committed to our Air Force veterans and their families” to ‘Committed to our Air Force
veterans and their families - Then, Now, Always” to reflect the associations enduring role.

Our Mission | ~ Our Vision
yort the Air Force Family re the needs of the Air Force Family
cy, Assistance, : ~ are met and that the Air Force
Commemoration. . ' legacy is assured.
Our Priorities

To recognise the needs of the Air Force Family and respond to those needs
« To provide advocacy in partnership with the broader veteran community
» To provide better representation and support for the Air Force Family
» To facilitate camaraderie and friendship
* To enhance South Australia’ s understanding of the Air Force story and

the State’s contribution to that story

Committed to our Air Force veterans and their families - Then, Now, Always

Air Force Association

R X
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Adoption of AFA-SA Values

The Strat Planning workshop also discussed the merits of adopting Values. There was some discussion about various words but
the group soon agreed to the recommendation of embracing the recently adopted AFA National Values (Courage, Care, Re-
spect and Compassion). The Branches were engaged on the proposal to adopt the four values and after supportive feedback
was received, the February State Council endorsed the AFA-SA Values of Courage, Respect, Care and Compassion.

We recognised these values as the guiding principles for which we stand as an association and the ideals we will not compro-
mise as we perform our mission in pursuit of our vision. We also recognised that they are the standards to which we hold our-
selves accountable. While they are new in some respects, we believe they are inherent to and align with our association’s ide-
als and operations over the last 100 years. We also see them as being fundamental to how our association can better support
our Air Force veterans today and into the future. By embracing the four values of Courage, Respect, Care and Compassion, we
believe we will be a better organisation and indeed individuals.

I commend our AFA-SA Values to you to embrace not just from an association perspective but also from a personal perspective.
Reflect on the words and what they mean to you. Reflect on what you could do differently in embracing and living by the
words. | am sure that in doing so, you will become a better person yourself.

em with dignity.

Care Compassion
If you find it in your heart to care for The purpose of human life is to serve, and to

somebody else, you will have succeeded. show compassion and the will to help others.
Maya Angelou Albert Schweitzer

Commiitted to our Air Force veterans and their families - Then, Now, Always

Air Force Association

A poster has been designed promoting the AFA-SA Values (see below). They have been communicated to our Branches and
Branch executives to discuss how to promote and embrace the Values within your organisations. New branding materials in-
cluding posters, flyers, and pull-up banners have been designed and are being released to promote our new AFA-SA Values and
Strategic Plan on a Page. The new initiatives have also been promoted on our AFA-SA Facebook Page.

Lawrence Ng
President, AFA-SA

Page 6



PRESIDENT AFA NATIONAL UPDATE

Dear Members and Friends of the Air Force

Recently, the Government produced two drafts of proposed legislation: the Aged Care Bill 2023 and
the Veterans' Entitlements, treatment and support (Simplification and Harmonisation) Bill 2024. Both
have been discussed by Department of Veterans’ Affairs Ex-Service Organisation Roundtable (ESORT).

Carl Schiller OAM, CSM
Some sectors of the veteran community raised concerns about the Aged Care Bill. However, ESORT

confirmed my initial reaction that it is good legislation that should improve the management and support of all people in Resi-
dential Aged Care (RAC). The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Matt Keogh has publicly advised no veteran entitlements will be
lost due to the Bill. DVA has developed a taskforce to examine how it can better connect with their clients in these facilities.
Unfortunately, often neither the veteran, war widow/widower, or family/carer advise DVA of their whereabouts.

The Veterans' Entitlements, treatment and support (Simplification and Harmonisation) Bill 2024 is also a very positive step in
improving veteran support. | stress most strongly this is not a budget reducing piece of legislation, quite the opposite. | have
asked the Association’s Federation Council of which your Division Vice-President is a member to provide me with input on the
proposed legislation. You are also invited to provide a submission to Government on the Bill. Furth info is on the AFA website.

You’d be aware | will step down as your National President at the Association’s AGM to be held in late May. | am very proud
to say we have a greatly improved national association following the organisation’s restructure in mid-2023. However, | am
disappointed the Association is not doing more to support veterans in need. Firstly, we are a product of our service culture
that emphasises the need to stand alongside our teammates. It’s only right that we should assist them where we have the
resources to do so. Secondly, we have a declining membership and unless we become relevant to the younger generation only
those Divisions with extensive resources and commercial interests are likely to survive.

During my time as National President | have heard many criticisms of DVA but also received a number of accolades, especially
about its service delivery. After nine and a half years dealing with DVA on a number of matters | have noticed vast improve-
ment in its relationship with veteran clients. | want to stress there is no bad intent by DVA and we should be thankful of its
existence compared to the level of support veterans in other countries have been provided by their governments.

Lastly, you would have heard about the MATES Program that has been scrapped by Minister Keogh concerning complaints by
some veterans regarding privacy of their personal data. What has not been said is that the Program has operated over several
decades while privacy laws have undergone continued change meaning information has had to be managed differently over
time. However, throughout this time, DVA has not purposely released veterans’ data unlawfully.

Carl Schiller, OAM, CSM
National President

AFA-SA Membership Renewals

2024 AFA-SA Annual Fees were due in January. If you have forgotten to renew your membership, we request you do so as
soon as possible. If you are a member of a branch, please pay directly to your Branch. If you are part of the AFA-SA Head-
quarters, please pay by either EFT (Bank Details: NAB BSB 085 196 Acc 829 503 494, Acc Name AFA SA). Please include
your last name and member # as reference. Cash, credit card and cheque option is also available. For further details, con-
tact Annette on 08 8227 0980 in business hours.

In view of the need to increase revenue in response to increasing inflation impacting the Association, the AFA-SA State
Council approved a nominal increase to membership fees as follows WEF 1st January, 2024

* Metro members—S36 (up from $28) * Country members—S$25 (up from $21)

Branches (eg Elizabeth/Salisbury, Ubon and Mitcham) may have an additional branch fee on top of the annual Division
fee. Please note, AFA-SA Division fees have not increased for approximately 25 years.
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AFA-SA DELEGATES NATIONAL UPDATE

The Federation Council videoconference on the 17 February considered the National President’s paper “Honouring Excel-
lence”. He referred to longstanding awards eg Distinguished Service Award and Life membership but suggested adding a Presi-
dent’s Commendation, as a major award, presented annually, with a lapel pin. Criteria for standard awards are in our constitu-
tion. Two named national awards, O’Connor and Michael, have recently been overlooked.

The Membership Management System’s data sharing has raised “privacy” issues. A similar “privacy” concern has led to discon-
tinuance of the MATES program, designed to prevent medication errors and reactions. Awarding miniature brevets to gradu-
ating RAAF members, as an enticement for AFA membership, received luke warm support. WA has awarded them previously.

President AFA National, Carl Schiller, reassured the meeting that changes to the Commonwealth Aged Care Act, as supported
Federally by ESORT, do benefit veterans. He rebutted adverse criticism and circulating rumours. Interest was expressed in
State “Veteran Cards”, notably a very generous Victorian one. However, the card may be available in some states only for vet-
erans with a “Gold Card”. A more detailed analysis will follow.

“Scootaville”, a motocycle event, has raised significant funds for Legacy. It will proceed again this year, in Queensland and
NSW. The President Carl hopes that AFA members may join raising funds for the association. It is difficult to see how SA might
become involved.

The interim report of the Royal Commission into veteran suicide was discussed, noting the absence of pre-2000 data. The Pres-
ident spoke on the Alliance of Defence Service Organisations. Its 15 members have input to ESORT, with a role similar to our
Consortium.

Chairman Max McGregor retired at the conclusion. WA President Clive Robartson will succeed him. At the May AGM a new
President and Vice President will be elected and a new SA delegate appointed to replace me.

Robert Black,
AFA Federation Council
SA delegate 2018-2024

Connecting with Air Force Families New to Adelaide

On Friday 9 February, our State Secretary, Warwick Raymont and fellow State Councillor, Frank Leggio, were at Defence’s Wel-
come to Adelaide event at the Adelaide Zoo welcoming on behalf of the [&
Air Force Association (South Australia) all new ADF personnel and their
families to the Adelaide area. Over 1,300 people attended!

We met so many ADF members and their families who have recently
arrived in our great city for a new posting wanting to learn more about
their new community and the support mechanisms that they can con-
nect with. Our team used the event to connect with Air Force members
and their families introducing them to the Air Force Association and
what we can do for them in terms of advocacy, assistance, commemo-
ration and camaraderie. We handed out lots of WINGS Magazines, fly-
ers, Air Force lanyards and most importantly, membership forms!

Many thanks Warwick and Frank for connecting our association with

those newly posted to Adelaide and for Greg Weller for providing the ~ Warwick Raymont, State Secretary AFA-SA with fellow State
disolav items and heloing in setting and packing u Councillor, Frank Leggio, at the recent Defence Welcome to
play ping g P gup- Adelaide event at Adelaide Zoo.
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AROUND THE BRANCHES
Elizabeth / Salisbury Branch

President: Dr Warwick Raymont - Vice President: Mr Doug Waters - Secretary: Mrs Lyne Leahey OAM

A trip on the Captain Proud Paddle Boat late November was an excellent way to finish 2023 off. Since then the Branch has
been on holiday until our General Meeting held on 19th November at 1400 hrs. These meetings are held on the 3rd Monday
of each month except for December. With the “”’Bombing of Darwin”” Commemorative Service being held at the Salisbury RSL
on 19th February, many of our members attended. Vice President D Waters laid a wreath on behalf of our Branch.

Our “Welcome Back BBQ lunch” (free to all financial members) was held on 25th February with 43 members attending. Well
done and thank you to all who attended. A draft Social Calendar has been organized for the year, with each month’s activity
to be confirmed. So far we have:

. 24 March:  Lunch at the Waterloo Station Hotel
. 28 April: Lunch at the Salisbury RSL — Cheryl’s Kitchen Cuisine
. 23 May: Monarto Zoo bus trip

We are also engaging RAAF Edinburgh on a Windscreen Bus Tour An expression of Interest has been sent to all members, to
enable us to organize a few other interesting outings.

AFA-SA at the Bombing of Darwin Ceremony and Lunch at Salisbury RSL on 19 Feb 24: Wreaths were laid by Doug Waters (Vice President
AFA Elizabeth/Salisbury), Bill Chappell (Ubon) and Lawrence Ng (President AFA-SA)

Ubon Branch

President: Mr Mal McLean - Vice President: Mr John Leahy Secretary/Treasurer: Mr Bill Chappell OAM

Greetings to all members of our small branch, one of three existing branches in South Australia. Mitcham and Salisbury two
being the largest with approximately 80 plus and 57 members respectively with Ubon around 20.

Since the last report our members have attended a number of Elizabeth/Salisbury Branch events which is beneficial to both
branches albeit being for different reasons. The Ubon Branch members joined the Elizabeth/Salisbury Branch for Xmas dinner
in December greatly enjoying their hospitality and the connecting with fellow veterans and AFA members. We also joined
them on 19 December for the Bombing of Darwin Commemoration where Bill Chappell laid a wreath on behalf of the AFA-SA
Ubon Branch alongside Lawrence Ng (President AFA-SA) and Doug Waters (Elizabeth/Salisbury Branch).

We again met at the Elizabeth / Salisbury luncheon on Feb 25 where we had a Ubon Branch Meeting. The main item of dis-
cussion was the future of the Ubon branch due to aging and fitness to march etc. As yet no definite decisions have been
made but options have been presented. We are interested in hearing any thoughts from Ubon Branch members. an AGM
date yet to be set.
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Mitcham Branch

President: Dr Robert Black AM Vice President: Mr Steve Fielder Secretary: Mr Kevin Gogler Newsletter: Rev Brenton Daulby

Members continue to meet on the 3rd Friday of each month (except January) comprising six General meetings and five social
events. The social events allow greater opportunity for members to enjoy each other’s company.

Since the last report, the Branch had a General meeting in November at which Kim Hutton provided a film on the crucial role of
Lord Dowding in saving Britain in the Battle of Britain. Dowding was instrumental in structuring the RAF’s air defences for the

massive aerial might of the Luftwaffe. It was primarily Dowding who saved Britain from defeat against Hitler in 1940, only to be
dismissed at the end of that Battle.

The Branch Christmas Celebration lunch was held at the Clubrooms on 8 Decem-
ber. There was a good response with 31 present. The President, Robert Black,
provided an overview of the main activities for the year which was followed by a
light lunch. One of the Branch’s two Chaplains, Rev Brenton Daulby, presented his
traditional Christmas message full of humour and incorporating an important
Christian message. A guest at the Christmas celebration was Lawrence Ng, Presi-
dent of AFA-SA Division.

At the February meeting, Robert Black presented a book review on the published
book by Richard Munro titled Holidaying on the Continent. This book recites the
story of Jim Munro who joined the RAAF in World War 2 and became a bomb
aimer with 460 Squadron RAAF on Lancasters, raiding targets in Italy and Germa-
ny. The raid to Berlin was one too many and Jim survived the downing to serve
the remainder of the war as a prisoner. It was a particularly interesting story of
enlistment, training and finally operations followed by survival in a prisoner of
war camp and then return to Australia.

On 11 December, Branch Membership Officer Jim Richardson received a Volun-
teer Service Award from Louise Miller-Frost, the Federal Member for Boothby, for
his voluntary work for RSL Care SA at the War Veterans Homes at Myrtle Bank
and Angle Park and the RSL Care SA Independent Living Villages at Myrtle Bank,
Glengowrie and Sturt. Congratulations, Jim.

The March meeting will be the Annual General Meeting of the Mitcham Branch.
This will be held on 15 March and will be followed by a talk on Archaeology of the |
World War 1 Battlefields by Rolf Sellentin from Flinders University. Ron spent 3
months touring European battlefields in 2023 including Waterloo and has an in-
terest in military history, battlefields, and Australian uniforms. April will be a so-
cial event of good eating and drinking before the winter weather sets in and the
May General meeting will be a guest speaker.

Mitcham President Robert Black

Keving Gogler providing a review of the book Holi-
Secretary daying on the Continent at the Feb-
Mitcham Branch ruary Mitcham Meeting

AFA-SA now has over 4,000 Followers on Facebook!!

Did you know AFA-SA has an active Facebook page promoting our events and activities and also Air Force history?

Our Facebook Page recently gained its 4,000 Follower. In recent weeks, several of our posts have reached over 165,000 peo-
ple! This is fantastic achievement for a small ‘not for profit’ veterans organisation such as the Air Force Association.

Our Facebook Page is a major and cost efficient way for us to promote Air Force Heritage and connect with our younger serv-
ing veterans—key priorities for our association. It costs no money—simply the time and effort of our Facebook Manager.

A regular ’‘On this Day’ post provides a snippet of Air Force history often with a South Australian focus. We also promote the
association, our events and activities and acknowledge our key veterans.

Check out our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/raafasa

Congratulations to our small and hardworking Facebook Page Manager for achieving so much in social media for AFA-SA!
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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a contribution to the Air Force Association (AFA) news-
letter. It’s been a busy and healthy start to 2024 for me, which has been rewarding.

As many AFA members will be aware, in 2025, we recognise 80 years since the end of World War
(WWII). To commemorate the historical significance of this period the State Government has es-
tablished the 80™ Anniversary of World War Il Grant Fund, to support activities that honour the
sacrifices and contributions made by South Australians during World War II.

A maximum of $132,000 in grant funding is available in the 2024-2025 financial year to:
® honour and recognise WWII veterans

® deliver WWII related commemorative services or community events
® communicate WWII stories

e identify WWII sites of historical significance or conserve wartime heritage.

Applications close on 30 June 2024. For more information and to apply online, visit veteranssa.sa.gov.au/ww2-grant/.

Another opportunity that may be of interest to your membership is the Veterans SA Career and Business Mentoring Pro-
gram, which enables currently transitioning and former Australian Defence Force (ADF) members, Reservists and Defence
partners to connect with local industry leaders, develop critical skills and take the next steps in their career or business.

Members of the veteran community are paired with experienced South Australian business figures who share their
knowledge and insights as mentors to unlock participants’ full potential and build mentees’ skills and confidence in the work-
place. The 2024 program, which is free, will run over eight months from April to November — an extension on the previous
six-month program, with pairs working together on career planning, skills translation and business tips and networking.
Mentees are offered a choice of two program streams — Career and Skills Development or Business Development and Entre-
preneurship —and matched with a mentor who best suits their individual needs.

Mentor applications are open to professionals from diverse backgrounds, such as small business, academia, and strategy and
consulting, and have included former-serving ADF members wanting to give back to the veteran community. Applications to
nominate for positions as either a mentor or mentee are now open via https://veteranssa.sa.gov.au/programs-events/
mentoring-program/ and will close on 15 March 2024.

I look forward to attending AFA events and commemorative services during the year.

Hon Geoff Brock MP
Minister for Veterans Affairs

31 March 2024 —Air Force Birthday Wreath Laying

As the Air Force Birthday (31 March) falls on Easter Sunday in 2024 and that this year marks

the 70th Anniversary of the opening of Edinburgh Airfield, RAAF Edinburgh and AFA-SA will | gL IR FORCE

be co-hosting the annual Formation of the RAAF Anniversary Service on Thursday 28 March s

2024 at RAAF Edinburgh. As this event is being held on RAAF Edinburgh, attendance numbers
will be capped. Invitations have been sent out for the event.

However, AFA-SA will be conducting a simple informal wreath laying on Easter Sunday, 31
March 2024, at 10am at the Air Force Memorial, Torrens Parade Ground, to mark the Air
Force Birthday and those who have served. Wreaths will be laid by the President AFA-SA and
a Senior Air Force Representative. The simple 15 minute wreath laying ceremony will include
a Prayer of Remembrance, and reciting of the Ode with no other formalities.

AFA-SA members, friends, supporters and stakeholders are welcome to join President AFA-SA in marking the Air Force Birth-
day and honouring those who have served over the last 103 years. If you would like to join us for this simple wreath laying,
please register your attendance by emailing Annette at admino@afasa.org.au.
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DVA NEWS

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) continues expansion of the Veterans’ and Families’ Hub
network across the nation. The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Matt Keogh announced funding for
new hubs to be established in Southwest Perth, Northern Adelaide and Queanbeyan. On 18 Janu-
ary 2024, Lives Lived Well was awarded a $5 million grant to establish a hub in Northern Adelaide.
Veterans’ and Families’ Hubs provide tailored services and support to veterans and families such as
employment, housing, transition, advocacy, mental health and wellbeing support, along with coun-
selling and opportunities to enhance social connections.

DVA Grants and bursaries. DVA offers a number of grants to commemorate Australia's wartime heritage. This also in-
cludes supporting veteran organisations to deliver services and projects for veterans and their families, and education
grants to some students whose parent or grandparent is a veteran. For more information on available DVA grants and
bursaries and how to apply, veterans and Ex-Service Organisations can refer to: Overview of our grant programs | De-
partment of Veterans' Affairs (dva.gov.au)

DVA TV. We’d like to remind our SA veteran community about DVA TV (youtube channel). DVA TV posts an abundance
of resourceful and user friendly videos to assist veterans on key DVA services, programs and updates. Recently DVA
posted a video on: ADF ARRTS Program inspires creativity in current and former ADF members.

ANZAC Day. Tickets for overseas Anzac Day services is now available. Australians wishing to attend the 2024 Anzac Day
Dawn Services in Turkiye or France can now register for their free attendance passes. Registration is essential.

DVA School Awards. Each year, DVA hosts the Anzac Day Schools' Awards. This national competition recognises the
work of students, teachers and schools who engage with veterans and honour Australia's wartime history. The theme
for the 2024 Awards is Discover the Stories of Veterans in Your Local Community. For more details about how to enter
and the selection criteria, visit the Anzac Portal.

Janice Silby
Deputy Commissioner — South Australia
Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Bangka Day Commemorations

On 18 February, our Vice-President, Robert Black (GPCAPT Retd), a RAAF veteran
who completed many years of service as a RAAF doctor including deployments
overseas, represented our Association at the Bangka Day Memorial Service at the
South Australian Playing Fields in southern Adelaide.

Commemorating the massacre of 22 Australian military nurses and 60 Australian
and British soldiers by Japanese soldiers on Radji Beach, Bangka Island, Sumatra, in
what was then part of the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia), the annual Bangka
Day Commemorative Service is one of Adelaide's most moving commemorations.
Most of the nurses were sexually assaulted before they were shot. Kapunda-born
Sister Vivian Bullwinkel was wounded but was the only nurse to survive. Two sol-
diers also survived. Bullwinkel survived captivity and was later made an Officer of
the Order of Australia for her many humanitarian and career achievements includ-
ing appropriately commemorating the Bangka Day massacre in future generations.

It was an honour for Air Force Association (South Australia) to attend the service
honouring the Australian nurses and supporting allied soldiers who perished on
that beach on Bangka Island 82 years ago.

AFA-SA Vice-President Robert Black (GPCAPT
Retd) pays his respects after laying a wreath
on behalf of the Association at this years
Bangka Day Commemoration on 18 Feb 24.

Lest we forget
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THE OPENING OF EDINBURGH AIRFIELD 70 YEARS AGO

The 22 March 2024 is the 70th anniversary of the opening of Edinburgh Airfield providing a timely opportunity to look back at
the initial development of Edinburgh.

For thousands of years before European settlement, the Kaurna lived on the Adelaide Plains in territory ranging from Crystal
Brook in the north to Cape Jervis in the south and to the Mount Lofty Ranges in the east. The areas wetlands were a tremen-
dous source of economic and spiritual wealth for the Kaurna people. The Kaurna led a semi-nomadic existence, spending time
between the coast, the plains and the hills. The area around Edinburgh is home to Kaurna occupational and sacred sites.

The area opened up for farming as early settlers arrived in the area in the 1850s
clearing the land to grow cereal crops and graze animals. A small village called
Penfield, located at the northern end of the RAAF Base around Penfield and Ar-
gents Road, served the farms. The small township comprised a post office, black-
smith, school, shop, two churches, and a hotel. There are several buildings locat-
ed around the Edinburgh area dating back to the 19th Century. An old home-
stead, originally constructed in the late 19th Century and home of the Griffiths
family for decades, has been used by RAAF base security personnel since the
1980’s. The sandstone home is typical of the construction in the area at the time
with wide verandabhs, high ceilings, and fireplaces in each room. Immediately
south of the base on Sturton Road is a small chapel established and used by the '
Jeffries family from 1856 to 1892. It has a small cemetery adjoining the church he Sturton Methodist Chapel adjacent to the
for members of the Jeffries family. southern RAAF Edinburgh fenceline.

The Defence presence at Edinburgh dates back to World War Il when in 1940, the area on which the base is now situated was
acquired by the Commonwealth government to build a munitions factory. The muniutions plant, the largest in the southern
hemisphere, was established in 1942 producing a wide variety of ammunition including shells, rockets, mines and torpedoes. At
the end of World War Il most of the site was closed, with the exception of the TNT plant which continued production until the
mid-1960s.

Reflecting the significant trust and collaboration developed during World War 2, the years following the war resulted in mile-
stone changes in collaboration between Australia’s defence scientists and those of our closest allies - the United Kingdom and
the United States. In 1946, Australia and the United Kingdom joined in the Anglo-Australian Joint Project, a Commonwealth
weapons design and test program. The United Kingdom turned to Australia asking for a range site with a long testing corridor
containing minimal population suitable for testing guided weapons. Thus, in 1946, it was agreed that that a long range experi-
mental over land firing range was required for the development and testing of guided weapons and Woomera was selected.

Australia was responsible for providing the testing facilities, personnel, and most of the funding, while the United Kingdom sup-
plied most of the scientific equipment and personnel, and in addition to its financial contribution, paid for the weapons to be
used. Noting the significant opportunity of the initiative, the project attracted government and Defence support in Australia.

Under the direction of Lt Gen Sir John Evetts, after whom Evetts Airfield at Woomera is named, a planning committee was es-
tablished to manage the planning and development of the new range. There were two RAAF members on the planning com-
mittee: AIRCDRE Ellis Wackett, brother of the noted aeronautical engineer Lawrence Wackett, and GPCAPT George Pither. Dur-
ing World War 2, Pither had established a chain of long-range radar stations throughout Australia during World War 2, partici-
pated in the Normandy invasion planning and commanded a RAF electronic warfare unit. In July 1946, Pither was given respon-
sibility for guided missiles and thus became an instrumental RAAF figure in the planning and development of an Australian
rocket-range. Indeed, it was he who proposed the name 'Woomera'. In May 1951, he was seconded to the Department of
Supply and made range-superintendent.

The Long-Range Weapons Establishment (LRWE) was established at Salisbury in 1947 to support the new Woomera guided
weapons range. The LRWE had major air support requirements leading to the RAAF having the greatest military contribution
out of the Australian Defence Force including planning, development and construction of the new Woomera facilities and its
airfield by No 2 Airfield Construction Squadron and the ongoing diverse air operations required to support and conduct the
weapons testing including particularly air transport, air trials, maintenance and general air operations management. This re-
quired an airfield close to the LRWE facility at Salisbury.

When initially scoping potential sites for an airfield to support the long-range weapons establishment, several current sites
were looked at including Gawler, Parafield and Mallala. Comprising a large World War 2 runway, the Gawler airfield lacked
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THE OPENING OF EDINBURGH AIRFIELD 70 YEARS AGO CON’T

Infrastructure and was close to the Adelaide hills making it unsuitable. Meanwhile, while having substantial infrastructure,
the Parafield Airfield was the main commercial airport for Adelaide posing challenges for military operations and further
expansion. Thus, Mallala 60kms north of Adelaide, was initially selected as the main RAAF airbase to support the LRWE.

However, the British raised concerns with Mallala given its distance from Salisbury and limited capacity to support the
envisaged large and complex air operations required for the long-range weapons testing. Accordingly, Mallala was quickly
seen as just an interim solution and planning commenced to develop an appropriate airfield adjacent to the Salisbury Long
Rane Weapons Establishment facilities. Meanwhile, No 34

Squadron, a transport unit, and Air Trials Unit operations and a
Long Range Weapons Air Component was established at Mallala
to provide the required air operations for the weapons testing.

In May 1949, Ministerial approval was gained for the develop-
ment of an airfield at Salisbury. Detailed planning commenced.
Initially, the new airfield was to have three runways including a
north-South runway, a northeast - southwest runway and an
east-west runway. To contain costs, the need for three sealed
runways was reduced to one sealed runway and one unsealed

runway with an option for further development if required. To
this day, the one sealed north-south oriented sealed runway
exists with the grassed runway having been discounted over the

Earthworks for the new Edinburgh Airfield in 1953. (NAA)
decades.

FLTLT Sydney Peake and WOFF Bake surveyed suitable site for the
airfield. In March 1952, Cabinet finally approved the new airfield
and construction work began in late 1952 with delays initially

caused by several factors including construction of the new Ade-
laide airport which had commenced in 1947 but was not opened
till 1954.

It was intended for the new airfield to be formally opened by His
Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh during the 1954
Royal Visit. Noting that construction had only started in late 1952,
there was some pressure to complete the necessary infrastructure

of at least a runway, taxiways, hangar and base facilities in less
than 18 months. As it was, the construction under civil contract of

One of the first hangars under construction at the new Edin-

the runways, taxiways, hangars, apron and support buildings was
not completed until early 1954.

The working name during construction was Salisbury Airfield. However, the Department was determined to give the new
airfield an Aboriginal name. Initially 'Koolimurra' was mooted — an anglicised version of an aboriginal word for 'pine tree
hollow'. This was rejected due to the possible confusion with 'Koolymilka', the aboriginal name for Evetts Airfield at
Woomera. The second aboriginal name suggested was ‘Mirrabooka’ which initially seemed appropriate as it is an aborigi-
nal word for the Southern Cross Constellation in some dialects. However, it was discovered late in the planning stages
that the word could also be translated into ‘smelly swamp’ and was thus discarded at the last minute. The Department of
Supply had been advised on these translations by Norman Tindale, a noted South Australian Anthropologist who was Cu-
rator of the South Australian Museum and a recognized authority on Aboriginal culture. He was also a former RAAF Intelli-
gence Officer in World War 2.

The advice that Mirrabooka was perhaps not the best word to be used was received only three weeks before the opening
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THE OPENING OF EDINBURGH AIRFIELD 70 YEARS AGO CON’T

date of 22 March 1954. The Department of Supply quickly sought a third and final r
name defaulting to Edinburgh noting the planning for the future Elizabeth suburb |

northeast of the airfield and that the Duke of Edinburgh would be opening the
airfield. Two plaques were cast for the airfield opening— one, bearing Mirra-
booka and one bearing Edinburgh. Royal assent for the name change was re-
ceived on the day of the official opening. The plaque bearing the name
“Mirrabooka Airfield” still exists and is located on the RAAF Edinburgh Parade
Ground as part of a RAAF Memorial.

The opening was held on the morning of 22 March 1954 at a ceremony attracting
more than 4,000 people. Having stayed overnight at Government House in Ade-
laide, the Duke of Edinburgh was driven up to Edinburgh arriving at a dais in
front of the only hangar on the flightline. The hangar is still used by the Aircraft
Research and Development Unit highlighting the bases enduring relationship
with aerospace and weapons research and development. The Duke of Edinburgh
was met by the Minister for Supply, the Hon Howard Beale, local members of
Parliament, Defence leaders and representatives from the Salisbury District
Council. To the dismay of the considerable crowd, the Duke of Edinburgh simply
declared “I have much pleasure in declaring this airfield open and naming it Ed-
inburgh Airfield.” He then returned to his car and driven to an awaiting RAAF DC-
3 transport aircraft to be flown up to Woomera to see an RAF weapons trial.

The senior RAAF Officer attending the ceremony was GPCAPT Peter Jeffrey DSO
DFC. Jeffrey was a noted World War 2 fighter pilot who saw distinguished service
with No 3 Squadron flying Gloster Gladiators, Hawker Hurricanes and P-40 Tom-
ahawks and as the inaugural Commanding Officer 75 Squadron, was instrumen-
tal in preparing it for the defence of Port Moresby. Promoted to acting group
captain in February 1954, he was appointed Superintendent, Air, with the Long-
Range Weapons Establishment in Salisbury, South Australia. Coordinating weap-
ons trials at Woomera Rocket Range, Jeffrey and his support staff were based
initially at RAAF Base Mallala but later relocated to Edinburgh airfield, in 1954.

The original 'Mirrabooka Airfield" plaque cast in
1954 for the airfield opening. The plaque is still
at RAAF Edinburgh at a Memorial at the front of
the bases main parade ground. (Author)
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His Royal Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh,
speaking at the opening of Edinburgh Airfield on
22 March 1954. (NAA)

In October 1954, a small detachment of flight trials personnel from Mallala relocated to Edinburgh Airfield to support weapons
testing development including the forthcoming Blue Jay air to air missile trials. In early 1955, WOFF Baker arrived with a small
detachment, known as '‘Baker's Dozen', of technical personnel employed in air-movement work loading and servicing military

Bristol Freighters and the regular RAF Hasting transport from England.

In January 1955, the LRWE and other Salisbury laborato-
ries were combined to form the Weapons Research Estab-
lishment (WRE). This prompted the separation of the
RAAF elements from the LRWE. On 17 January 1955,
Headquarters RAAF Edinburgh was established to manage
the air operations of the base with GPCAPT Jeffrey as the
inaugural Officer Commanding RAAF Base Edinburgh.
Now under direct RAAF command, GPCAPT Jeffrey com-
manded all RAAF elements at Woomera, Edinburgh and
Mallala. By the end of 1955, he commanded 534 RAAF
personnel.

On 23 June 1955 the Royal Air Force Courier Service
moved from Mallala to Edinburgh, and on 28 October

Image from 1954 showing the newly built Edinburgh Airfield with the main north-south runway (top) with taxiway and single hangar and
apron with former Penfield Munitions Plant buildings in the foreground. The treeline running left to right in middle is a today Fisher Boule-

vard and still demarcates the flightline area from the other operational elements. (NAA)
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THE OPENING OF EDINBURGH AIRFIELD 70 YEARS AGO CON'T

the first WRAAF personnel arrived on posting from Mallala. The new Sergeants' Mess was opened on 7 September 1956 while
29 September 1956 saw the first official function in the Officers' Mess. An Air traffic control and operations buildings was con-
structed in the late 1950’s. An airmen’s recreation centre was opened by the noted World War 2 aviator and senior RAAF
Officer, AIRCDRE Bull Garing, on 16 June 1961.

The ARDU Air Trials Flight separated from ARDU and became No 1 Air Trials Unit responsible for not just flight test operations
but also eventually air transport duties. Reformed at Mallala in 1948, No 34 (Communications) Squadron was initially tasked
with conducting air transport support between bases in South Australia including particularly Woomera Rocket Range and the
joint Anglo-Australian Joint Weapons Research Project trials at Woomera. The unit operated a variety of aircraft including the
RAAF’s only Bristol Freighter aircraft, a single Vickers Viking aircraft and Austers, C-47 Dakota’s and Avro Ansons. In 1955, No
34 Squadron was disbanded handing over its Mallala security duties to No 24 (City of Adelaide) Squadron and general air
transport tasks to 1ATU. 2

The base adopted a very multi-national feel supporting many British and
Australian personnel as well as RAF and RAAF aircraft of diverse types
involved in the weapons trials including rockets and missiles at Woom-
era and atomic bomb testing at Maralinga. During testing, there were
more than 2,000 British servicemen based at Edinburgh, Woomera and
Maralinga. Meanwhile, Edinburgh hosted a remarkable diverse range of
aircraft including Canberra, Sabre, Vickers Valiant, Bristol Freighters,
Meteors, Lincolns, Washingtons, DC-3s and several of the RAAF’s first
helicopters. Although having a large RAAF presence, Edinburgh Airfield
was managed by the Department of Supply through its relationship and
focus on supporting WRE operations.

Edinburgh flightline in late 1950’s with Meteors, Bristol
Freighter and Canberra Bombers. (NAA)

On 31 March 1958, No 2 Air Trials Unit was established at Edinburgh to better support the conduct of air trials at Woomera
from Edinburgh. While No 1 Air Trials Unit, largely based at Woomera, was responsible for target air trials at Woomera, No 2
Air Trials Units, based at Edinburgh, was responsible for air transport and operations in support of the WRE. From May 1960,
No 24 (City of Adelaide) Squadron, commenced operating from Edinburgh following the closure of RAAF Mallala.

By the end of 1960, RAAF Edinburgh hosted the following units:
e Headquarters RAAF Edinburgh responsible to Headquarters Support Command for:

= Command and control of all RAAF units operating in support of the joint Anglo-Australian weapons project.

= The operational control of all aircraft participating in trials carried out by the WRE.

= The administrative control of all RAF units based at Edinburgh or within the WRE construct.
e Base Squadron Edinburgh providing base services for all units at Edinburgh
e Maintenance Squadron providing second line servicing of aircraft operated by No 1 Air Trials Unit & No 2 Air Trials Unit.
e No 1 Air Trials Unit, largely based at Woomera, responsible for target air trials and support at Woomera
e No 2 Air Trials Units, which based at Edinburgh, was responsible for air transport and operations in support of the WRE
e RAF Support Unit responsible for provision of administrative support RAF units and personnel at Edinburgh and Woomera
e Joint Service Trials Units which were formed for the conduct of specific weapon trials
¢ No 24 (City of Adelaide) Squadron responsible for reserve personnel to support Edinburgh operational squadrons.

Signage on RAAF Edinburgh in
1957 showing the dual nature of
the airfield and the considerable
diversity of defence companies
conducting research on the base
as part of the Weapons Re-
search Establishment. (NAA)
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COMBINED EX-SERVICES MESS UPDATE

The Combined Ex-Services Mess (CESM) is an Ex-Services Organisation (ESO), located upstairs at the Torrens Training Depot
run by volunteer representatives from AFA-SA, RSL SA, Vietnam Veteran’s Association, Legacy SA and the Naval Association
SA. The AFA-SA strongly supports and promotes the CESM as a means of enhancing its camaraderie role. The AFA-SA work
closely with CESM in organising social events for our Air Force veterans and using the CESM for catering for AFA-SA events
such as our commemorative services. In this way, we help support a fellow organisation support us in performing our key
roles of camaraderie, commemoration, advocacy and assistance.

For AFA-SA members, your AFA-SA annual fees also provide membership of the CESM allowing you to use the mess for ca-
maraderie events like the monthly lunches (held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month). The two course lunch is now $30
and includes a guest speaker. There is limited seating (maximum 55) and tables fill fast, so bookings are essential.

FOR LUNCH BOOKINGS, Contact Annette Moore at the AFA office:
(08) 8227 0980 Business Hrs: Monday, Wednesday and Friday between 9 am and 2 pm.

If unable to get through or if calling outside business hours, please leave a message on the answering service or send an
email to admino@afasa.org.au with your name, the number attending, any dietary requirements and a contact number for
confirmation.

The Combined ex-Services Mess has opened for a couple of Squadrons Mess nights and the patrons enjoyed catch ups with
old comrades. We have just had our first lunch for the year with a great crowd, some loyal patrons who attend most
months and some new faces, which is always great to see. We have a speaker for the March lunch, David Ormrod, Director
of Information Warfare working for Defence SA for the South Australian Space Industry Centre. lan Smith (TBC) is our
speaker for April to provide information for Anzac Day. May’s speaker is Rev Brenton Daulby, June’s Speaker is Catherine
Balfour-Ogilby, works for ACH. We are looking forward to Anzac Day in the Mess, where we share great company, some
food and drinks on this commemorative day. We hope to see you there.

Any one can be a member of the Mess. If you wish to become a member of the Mess or would like to organise a function at
the Mess, please contact Annette on 08 8227 09680 or at either admino@afasa.org.au or combinedex-
servicesmess@gmail.com.

24 SQN Association Engagement at CESM Lunch

We had the pleasure of hosting members of 24 Squadron
Association and No 24 Squadron (RAAF) at the monthly : oy e e
Combined Ex-Services Mess Lunch at the Air Force Memori- I - (SouthiAnstralia)
al Room, Torrens Parade Ground. In particular, we warmly £ '
welcomed the President 24 Squadron Association, Mr Mal
Menadu and the new Commanding Officer No 24 Squadron,
WGCDR Craig Keane. At least ten 24 SQN Association mem-
bers joined Mal and two junior aviators accompanied
WGCDR Keane for the lunch.

Seeing distinguished action in World War 2, 24SQN's pres-
ence in South Australia commenced in 1951 when it was re- |
formed at RAAF Mallala. In 1960, the unit commenced oper- |
ations at RAAF Base Edinburgh and since that date, has be-
come an integral element of the RAAF presence in Adelaide.
The Air Force Association (South Australia) has a close rela-
tionship with 24SQN veterans including many of our mem-
bers having served with 24SQN at RAAF Edinburgh.

. . . From left: GPCAPT Greg Weller, Deputy Senior Air Force Repre-
It was wonderful connecting today with 24SQN ex-serving sentative (SA) and AFA-SA Vice President, Lawrence NG (President

and current serving veterans and discussing not just the AFA-SA), Rob Black (Vice President AFA-SA), Mal Menadue Presi-
past but also the future and how our two associations can dent 24SQN Association) and WGCDR Craig Keane (CO 24 SQN and
better work together for Air Force veterans. Vice President 24SQN Association). .

Page 17



allid od AeQ suelajap oaulog pue eAeje|\ (pZ SNY TE e ——
Je ysedd uosuy Jo AJesisAluuY Y108 iy 2390 TE *  juawAhojdap epuemy Jo AJBSISAIUUE YIOF 6 SNV ZZ o Ajljeae) U LM 51 $0200 38 S,YNIP I€-d :T6dY 9T *

s,eullele) Jywy vz Aq Aeg ejiuepy AeQ SuBJ1OA WERUIDIA :$Z SNy 8T Aeq dVZNV vz adv ST o
30 8ujujw jo AJesiaAluuUR Y108 ibb 09 T AeQ 2y19ed U3 Ul AIOYIA :Sp SNV ST o M3.1211e OM] JO SSO| YIIM eisAele|
J1aquiadag GBI Ul ysesn 9TTT-4 J0 AJesianluue Yisz :66 1Ay 8T
$5010) BLIO1IIA JO Suipieme Ul |BALLIE NOQLIE) VY'Y JO AJBSISAIUUE Y109 p9 SNy 8 o [udy
0] pe3| UOIS|PPIA 440974 JO SUOLDIY Z AON 67 * snsny

Aepyiiig 92404 NIV :TZ JBIN TE

(ea40)) A101DIA J1B 0] JiB JYVY ISBT iEG JBA LT *
uljgng Jeau

Ysedd pIoyx0 S14S9 Jo Alesianluuy yiog

|2uuosiad 000‘S8T
J0O 32IS JaA3 15981 3l SAYIB3J 4VVY b AON 62
leiquie) Je uonde paysindulsip NOSZ (LT AON 02
j0[1d 433y3Y snou
931pul 4YvY 1544 S2W023( SIBM UST b AON T
Aeq ssueiquiaway 7 AON TT

(zJ3A1 11) 18qQUIOD Ul P3| J03BIAR D4V 15414 (ST |Nf OE

AeQ suelialap Jep\ UBIOY HZ INf LT

310eS JV'VY ISIY JO AleSIBAIUUY Y10/ ¢S INf €T
$S0.1) BIIOYIIA JO Buipieme

spiemp3 ¥YAD9OM 4O suondy Ty Inf ¢

an0idde oose3ueyl Yim [2punoy vy nrz

2010441y (€20
Jo uonewoy Jo Asesia.

/)




