South Australian Division

President’s report to Council Friday the 23" of September 2022.

The death of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 on the 8" of September has
saddened all. Her long life of service is widely and well known. I shall not attempt to do
justice to her life and works in this report. | sent a letter of condolence to her successor King
Charles 11, and to his family, through Government House. | affirmed our loyalty to the King.
A few days later, on Sunday the 11", I called to sign a condolence book at Government
House. Her funeral on the 19" was a spectacularly staged set of processions and ecumenical
Christian services, attended by world leaders civilian and military, broadcast to and watched
by billions, such was her influence and respect.

Meetings and Attendances.19th of August, am Mitcham branch; 20th SA Aviation Museum
History Group; 21 Vietnam War Veterans; Commemorative service; 24™ visit to centenarian
for CAF presentation; 26" Malaya and Borneo Veterans commemoration; pm Mitcham
committee; 301" meeting with lan Smith re Anzac Highway plaques; 31% CAF presentation to
Centenarian at War Vets’ Home; 1st-3rd September, Legacy Badge week; 4™ Dardanelles
Cenotaph commemoration; 51", RUSI lunch; 7", meetings with DEW re Link Trainer, sub-
leases; “Zoom” meeting with MESHA/Invictus re room use; 9" funeral of Mitcham member
Clem Walters; 11", Peacekeepers’ Service 11 am, Macintosh book launch 2.30pm; 14" CESM
lunch; 16" Mitcham branch meeting am, CAF presentation 2pm; 17'" Battle of Britain
Commemoration; 218 CESM lunch; 23" Royal Societies’ Dinner.

The August Mitcham branch meeting was well rewarded in hearing Nathan Klinge’s
address on the history, development and future plans for RSL Care SA. He will be asked to
return to talk on veteran homelessness. Mrs Val Lawrence attended, wife of Terry (vi). She is
a new member, though ex-RAN! At the committee meeting on the 30" Kim Hutton was
appointed Vice-President of the branch following Jeff Mustard’s move to Townsville.

The SAAM history group has ongoing common interests with AFA (SA). It appreciates the
regular input of our members Greg and Gary (Secretary) . Most recently it has published
Greg’s superb story of former member Leonard Bence of Burra. Also included is the review
of “Life on a Wing and a Prayer” the autobiography of Bob and Jenny Macintosh (v.1.).

The Vietnam War Commemorative service on Sunday the 21 was the first to be held at the
Torrens Parade Ground to commemorate Long Tan Day on the 18". On that day a service had
been held at Montagu Farm, Salisbury, as it had for many years. Secretary Warwick attended
on that occasion. In addition a short remembrance service was held at the TPG (Vietnam
Veterans’ memorial) at which many of us presented flowers to acknowledge individual,
named, South Australian casualties. Former Governor the Hon Hieu Van Le was one who did
so. On the Sunday, in addition to Australian Vietnam war veterans, there was a large group of
Vietnamese veterans and families. Delegates were from many groups including a New
Zealand Veterans. RAR Association President Mike von Berg MC OAM gave a most
impressive and inclusive speech, including the fact that the Vietnamese lost approximately
200,000 in that conflict. Post event refreshments with Vietnamese food was a new feature of
the occasion.

Centenarian Presentations. Since our last Council meeting Greg Weller has arranged to
present CAF framed certificates and RAAF Coins to three veterans whose 100" birthdays
have occurred within the RAAF Centenary year. The first was at Blackwood where we and
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LACW Melanie Onofrio met “Bobby” Forster an ex-WAAAF Clerk and members of her
family. She had served on an base where she had met her husband but had been responsible
for sending letters to relatives of those who perished in a fatal Beaufort crash near Sale.

Welsh born Terry Lawrence had migrated to Australia and served in the RAN in WW?2. His
RAAF service comprised two periods of post-war service at Butterworth as a weather
forecaster. He had been borrowed from the Bureau of Meteorology for 3-4 year stints. He told
of the anxiety of getting it right as, he said: “The Sabre pilots did not like landing in the rain!”
Terry’s first wife died young. Val is his second wife. They met after she, ex-RAN, had also
been posted to Butterworth. She gave us a brief summary of Terry’s two tours in 1961-64 and
1971-76. While in Butterworth he had made several trips to Ubon and to Saigon. Apart from
Terry both Jim Richardson, RSL Care volunteer, and the RAAF Sergeant who also attended
had served first in the RAN then later in the RAAF.

Both the above visits had been postponed to well past their birthdays. Bobby had been in
hospital for her birthday. The War Veterans’ Home at Myrtlebank had been closed following
an outbreak of Covid-19 at the time of Terry’s anniversary.

A third centenarian, George Peterson, was visited at Verdun on the 16™ of September, after
the Mitcham branch meeting at which Warwick spoke on “Death of a Planet” (from
chemicals). George was a WW?2 pilot and instructor who flew multiple aircraft, Moths at
Parafield, Wirraways at Deniliquin, Ansons and Oxfords at Sale. He met his wife and married
in Deniliquin during the war and continued to fly post war (Cessna). He was born in Hahndorf
when it was called Ambleside, and was instrumental in setting up the Hahndorf CFS post war.
At our visit we were delighted to meet his wife of 80 years in a red gum fire warmed home of
his son’s on the family property

The Dardanelles Cenotaph Commemoration on the 4" of September was a splendid
poignant event once again. Organised this year by Legacy, past President Mark Bourchier was
MC, current President Sue Moorehead recited the Ode and War Widows SA were “chief
mourners”. Their delegate gave a tear jerking address. Similarly emotional was Attaturk’s
statement and biography spoken by Turkish Association President Tania Kaplan. A recording
failure deprived us of the Aotearoa NZ National Anthem; but we sang the Australian and
Turkish ones. The latter was a rather tricky business.

Those attending the RUSI lunch on the 5th heard Gordon Edwards, ex RAN, speak on
“Industry mobilisation in the event of Conflict”. It was a timely warning. Its AGM , same day,
elected Mark Bourchier OAM KSJ its new State President.

7t of September meetings. At 9 am Warwick, Annette and | met DEW staff Stuart Burns and
Jaan Fox. Bob and Pat Foreman joined us. It is clear that DEW is very interested in keeping
the Link Trainer A13-123 where it is and certainly within SA. However our discussion must
be seen as “early”. Bob’s view that it cannot be moved because of under concrete floor
cabling ignores the fact that it travelled several times before it came to rest in its current
location. Any move would, however, be costly. Hence the comment that these are “early”
discussions. A surprising viewpoint was provided by Jaan, who tabled a Flying Log Book
from his father’s cousin, a Bomber Command member and ex-POW. Jaan’s DEW
appointment is concerned with “Heritage”. DEW presented two options for future movement,
display, windows and storage space lease. This latter may have a bearing on meeting 2. We
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may have found later some important support to retain and display the Link Trainer from
where it is. Following the Battle of Britain Commemoration (see below) we led both Minister
Brock and Her Excellency, the Governor, into its room. They were both very interested and
enthusiastic.

Meeting 2 on the 7" was a “Zoom” meeting with Miranda van Hooff, Michael Hartung and
others including Lawrence and Warwick. Annette was with Bob Foreman, showing Stuart and
Jaan the “aircraft”. The meeting went extremely well. It is splendid and quite astonishing that
MESHA (under the HRFG Banner and successor to the Repat Foundation) will pay for the
room and storage space previously used by Mark Reidy for the use of Invictus Australia
(Michael Hartung). A memorandum of Understanding will need to be agreed but there appears
to be no major hurdle, apart from defining which will be the available storage areas. These
become dependant upon the Link Trainer’s future, as above.

At mid day Lawrence and I met Insurance broker Daniel Pomeroy, to review our current
Insurance. We made two changes: The Battle of Britain Lace value was increased to
$200,000; six 1920 “London to Adelaide 1920 flags were valued at $5,000 each.

The above meeting overlapped the return, by Mary Jose, of five “1920 London to Adelaide”
flags. Two are framed; all have been restored

On Sunday the 11" | attended the Peacekeepers’ commemorative service in the RSL
Memorial room, led by Chaplain Carl Aiken OAM, with MC Annette Summers AO, in lieu of
John Spencer OAM, who was in hospital. Three Senior ADF representatives and SA Police
delegate attended, but left to be present at the Parliament House Proclamation of the King.
AFA member David Lascelles gave a splendid address summarising the continuous Australian
involvement, since 1982, in the Multi-national Observer Force in Sinai. After lunch with
Peacekeepers at the Avoca I attended the launch of Jenny and Bob Macintosh’s autobiography
“Life on a Wing and a Prayer”. My review of this lovely book will be seen in the next

AFA SA Quarterly. Two guests at the launch realised that they had met over half a Century
previously: Bill Denny had been at Sacred Heart College during a period in which Warwick
Raymont had taught French!

At the Mitcham branch meeting on the 16" of September; members heard and were most
interested to hear Warwick Raymont;s talk on “Death of a Planet” in which he referred to the
potential harm from chemicals such as DDT. Mitcham committee, to meet next week, has not
yet decided on the format, invitation list and venue of its traditional Yuletide meeting. It will,
however, be on the 9™ of December, the 2" Friday, as usual.

The Battle of Britain commemoration on Saturday the 17" was another excellent event well
organized by Greg Weller, with tasty refreshments from Annette and helpers. The Governor
HE Frances Adamson AC honoured us by her presence, Her husband Rod Bunten was unwell
and sent apologies. As the weather had threatened a move indoors was appreciated on a cold
day. We are greatly indebted to the serving members from RAAF Edinburgh and to the cadets
for their faultless participation. We welcomed our host AIRCDRE Bender, whose duties have
taken him elsewhere for recent commemorations. We learnt that a book on ‘Dambuster’ Dave
Shannon is in the process of publication.
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On the Monday the 19" Warwick will have driven to Jamestown to represent us at the funeral
of WW2 veteran Bob Lawrie, a long-time member of Mitcham branch. He will take with him
our Division RAAF Ensign.

This report will not include the CESM lunch held last Wednesday the 21%, nor the “Annual
Royal Presidents’ Dinner” this evening. It is arranged by the Royal Commonwealth Society
SA. We get an invitation for the President and partner each year despite dropping our “R” two
years ago!

Robert Black President Air Force Association SA 23" of September 2022.



